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Annex 4A (IEC Agenda Item 9) 
 

COMMENTS RECEIVED FROM NCS 
 

Sr. No. Comments Response 

PANCID 

1.  In the wake of emerging water stress in the coming times, water 
and soil Salinization is expected. It will be a major threat to 
agriculture production.  Increasing surface salinity is especially 
expected and also currently being observed in areas with 
reduced surface water availability.  Therefore, the point may be 
added accordingly. (Page 10: Para 27) 

Incorporated. 

2.  Equity of canal water distribution is still an issue in developing 
countries.  Although it seems to be already included in the 
‘improved governance’ mentioned in the second last sentence 
(page 11).  However, it is better to mention the equity issue 
specifically for its further improvement. (Page 10-11: Para 30) 

Incorporated 

3.  Working and contribution by all the national committees (NCs) is 
not comparable or in other words some of the NCs are doing 
better than the others.  Therefore, to enhance the 
contributions/role-playing by respective NCs at national level, 
some model work frame needs to be developed by the ICID 
central office that may need to be followed during each year. 
(Page 13: Para 43) 

Will be factored while preparing 
the action plan 

4.  Equitable distribution of irrigation water may be included here. 
(Page 18: foot note 1) 

Incorporated 

5.  Transboundary water issues may also be important, may be 
included or at least mentioned in ICID Vision.  

For the Commission to ponder 
whether we should focus our 
activities on this topic. 

6.  There is relatively a big gap in research and its implementation, 
especially in developing countries.  The NCs need to focus on 
these issues with the help of ICID.  

Will be factored while preparing 
the action plan 

JNCID 

7.  The underlined words express the fact only partially, because 
considerable parts of East and South-East Asia also lie on 
Monsoon, Tropical humid and so forth. So we would like you to 
correct it to; 

Sustainability of irrigation and drainage services in the Asia and 
the Pacific region to support high density of population is 
essential to meet the basic need for access to food and safe 
water. 
Large parts of the region lie in arid, semi-arid, monsoon, tropical 
humid climatic zones and so forth, and are subjected to frequent 
climate extremes, droughts and flood events.  (Para 27) 

Incorporated 

8.  62 In order to realize the vision ICID will set clear organisational 
goals for the network. In addition, the organizational goals of the 
international network enables the national committees to 
reconfirm their own national goals,  or to establish specific goals 
at the national level in order to address the specific national 
needs. 

Incorporated 
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Sr. No. Comments Response 

SLNCID 

9.  Appreciated the Document and is in agreement with the 
Document. 

No comments. 

IRNCID 

10.  As our final goal would be to transfer from "vision to action", in 

addition to the vision, an action plan should be also prepared. 
This action plan should have specific indices so that the 
performance could be evaluated in a defined period. A similar 
practice has been carried out by the World Water Council in 
evaluating its action plan by defining indices and I would suggest 
this to be carried out for ICID Vision as well. My suggestion is to 
include a short para on this issue within the ICID 2030 vision. 

Incorporated 

11.  A permanent Committee within ICID WGs should be established 
to follow up implementing the Vision and this should be clearly 
defined within this document. 

Will be factored while preparing 
the action plan 

12.  The text should be somehow simplified making it easier for all 
national committees to understand and follow. 

Will make efforts while editing 
the document. 

13.  Irrigation and Drainage is not solely an engineering issue. It also 
encompasses environmental, social, economic, livelihood and 
other non-structural measures. It should be mentioned that the 
vision is to give priority to non-structural measures in most cases 
to decrease the adverse environmental and socio-economic 
effects of the projects, unless it is absolutely necessary. 

Will be factored while preparing 
the action plan. It is premature to 
set priorities or methodologies in 
this document. 

14.  The role of local communities, stakeholders and beneficiaries in 
agricultural development be emphasized. 

Adequately covered under 
Chapter 3. 

15.  The term “Rural Agriculture” should be substituted by “Rural and 
Commercial Agriculture”. We, as an international organization 
should not disregard countries and continents such as Canada, 
US, Europe and Australia which have more commercial 
agriculture compared to rural ones.  

Rural agriculture is not used in 
the document. The term 
‘Agriculture’ includes commercial 
agriculture.  Rural development 
has been emphasized. 

16.  In case ICID intends to release another document under the title 
of “Mission”, paragraphs related to mission should be left out; 
otherwise I suggest the title of the document be substituted by 
“Vision and Mission ICID 2030”.  

The title of the final document is 
open for discussions. 

17.  Training and extension merits to be more emphasized. ICID 
should outreach its findings to the farmers and beneficiaries. The 
ways and means should be discussed and selected. 

Please see ‘Goal 5’.  Ways and 
means will be incorporated in 
the action plan. 

18.  The need for further researches and studies on rain fed 
agriculture in global warming and climate change era is 
inevitable. This could explicitly be mentioned in the document 
and the ways and means must be sought. 

Ways and means will be 
incorporated in the action plan. 

19.  It could be anticipated that more attention should be paid to 
supplementary irrigation in the near future because of global 
warming and climate change ahead. 

Ways and means will be 
incorporated in the action plan. 

20.  More attention should be paid to drainage water quantity as well 
as its quality for the sake of environmental crisis. It should be 

Ways and means will be 
incorporated in the action plan. 



  

Agenda for the 66th IEC Meeting Comments received from NCs on Draft Vision 2030 Document (Version 2.0) 

   

 

 Page 3 of 4 

  

Sr. No. Comments Response 

encouraged that countries pass required legislations and enact 
regulations regarding this issue.  

21.  Establishment of community networks should be encouraged to 
guide farmers when to irrigate. No doubt that computers and 
mobile phones will be more spread in the next 15 years. 

Ways and means will be 
incorporated in the action plan. 

22.  More emphasis should be given to transfer of operation and 
maintenance of the networks to the beneficiaries and end users.  

Ways and means will be 
incorporated in the action plan. 

23.  Improving Water Use Efficiency, WUE, means lesser water to be 
used for one kilogram of yield. Encouraging increasing the WUE 
helps to bring in mind the comparative advantage of a crop to be 
grown, saving water and increasing the irrigation efficiency as 
well as the virtual water. This also helps policy makers to 
consider their cropping pattern in order to save more water. I 
suggest bringing this in our vision, though the issue is touched 
here and there in the document.  

See Goal 1, para 64, 65 

24.  Because of the climate change it would perhaps be desirable to 
consider Flood warning and Drought warning issues in the 
vision. 

Will be factored while preparing 
the action plan 

25.  Enough attention is not paid to flood control in the document. I 
suggest that the weight of flood control in the vision more or less 
should be the same as it is given in ICID charter. 

Will be factored while preparing 
the action plan 

26.  High energy consumptive irrigation systems might not be 
desirable in future as it is nowadays. The vision of ICID should 
perhaps be to encourage low pressure systems e.g. low 
pressure sprinkles. The use of green energy also should be 
encouraged. 

Ways and means will be 
incorporated in the action plan. 

See also para 22. 

27.  Most data in the document refers to year 2050. It would be better 
to use data for the year 2030 instead when possible. 

The data is taken from the 
available published documents.  
Moreover, the use of date is only 
indicative. 

28.  Not sure whether to touch the issue of water diplomacy. This, 
however, would be a major issue in the coming years….. Also 
contribution to common management of trans-boundary 
groundwater resources….. Adopting strategies and promoting 
the participation in international cooperation to solve water 
sector issues among neighbouring countries 

For the Commission to ponder 
whether we should focus our 
activities on this topic. 

29.  Develop collaborative models in preserving the surface and 
subsurface water resources 

Will be factored while preparing 
the action plan 

30.  Access to food regardless of political issues For the Commission to ponder. 

31.  Active participation of all people and stakeholders in Water 
resources management 

See Chapter 3. 

USCID 

32.  In paragraph 12, they should reiterate that the re-organization 
they are talking about will be outlined in the yet-to-be-developed 
Action Plan. 

Incorporated. 
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33.  The first sentence of paragraph 49 discusses the vision of ICID, 
but I think in this paragraph the word should be “mission” instead 
of “vision” (because they are discussion the mission and not the 
vision in this paragraph). 

Not clear 

34.  In the last section of the document (Realising the Vision), they 
discuss what needs to be done in the future, but they make no 
mention of the action plan (discussed in paragraph 9).  If 
paragraph 9 states that the next phase of this work would be to 
develop an action plan, then realizing the vision should also 
discuss that same action plan. 

Incorporated. 

35.  The term “more crop per drop” is a slang term that does not 
belong in this document.  Another apparent slang term shows up 
in paragraph 82 where they talk about providing services in rural 
areas and “covering the last mile”.  I can guess what they mean 
by that, but they should not be using that slang in this document. 

This is an accepted term in ICID 
parlance, though not 
scientifically defined. 

36.  There isn’t anything on the environment other than a few odd 
comments here and there.  This should be expanded on. 

Noted and duly incorporated. 

37.  They also throw out terms that I am not very familiar with like the 
‘North-South technology divide” and the “first Green 
Revolution”.  Another term they throw out without defining is 
“food-water-energy nexus” (which to me sounds more like a buzz 
word that something that is actually meaningful).  They should 
not assume the reader will know what these terms are.  They 
should define these terms. 

These terms are generally 
understood, but efforts have 
been made to bring in 
references. 

38.  While some of the numbers and statements are backed up with 
references, there are a number that are not.  For example, in 
paragraph 21, they say that more than half of irrigated 
agriculture is depended on groundwater but do not provide a 
reference on where that figure came from.  Another example is 
in paragraph 30, which makes statements like “only 5% of 
Africa’s cultivated land is irrigated and less than 10% of 
hydropower potential is utilized for electricity generation” with no 
reference to support those numbers. 

Noted 

 


