Minutes of the 67th IEC Meeting – IYPeF

Appendix IX [PCSO Item 8.3]

Minutes of the 1st Meeting of the
ICID YOUNG PROFESSIONALS’ E-FORUM (IYPeF)
09 November 2016, Chiang Mai, Thailand
Year of Establishment: 2015

Mandate: (a) Encourage and promote a high standard of professional development amongst the young
professionals in the field of irrigation, drainage, and flood management; (b) Provide an international platform for
young irrigation and drainage professionals; (c) Expose young professional to ICID's purpose, objectives, role and
activities; (d) Facilitate the wider dissemination of knowledge and information amongst the young professionals; and
(e) Maintain and enhance links with national and international youth having interests in water related subjects or the
activities, relevant to ICID objectives.
IYPeF Coordinators Present: (1) Ms. Kathleen Heuvel (Australia); (2) Ms. Adey N. Mersha (Ethiopia); (3) Mr. Mika
Turunen (Finland); (4) Mr. Abdullahi Hassan Hussein (Somalia); and (5) Ms. Jakia Akter (Bangladesh).
Members and Observers Present: (i) Mr. David Vanneck (UK); (ii) Mr. Thubelihle A. Thebe (Zimbabwe); (iii) Ms.
Jyotsana Chuchra Raheja (India); (iv) Mr. Wan Noorul Hafilah (Malaysia); (v) Mr. Mohamad Razali (Malaysia); (vi)
Mr. Shinji Fukuda (Japan); (vii) Mr. Mortaza Yazdkhasti (Iran); (viii) Mr. Luu Ngoc Luong (Vietnam); (ix) Mr. Tha Pen
Cung (Myanmar), (x) Mr. Mohamed El Hagarey (Egypt); (xi) Mr. Derek M Heeren (USA); (xii) Engr. Carlo Q Pimentel
(Philippines) (xiii) Dr. Saeed Nairizi, President, ICID; and (xiv) Mr. Avinash C Tyagi Secretary General, ICID
LinkedIn Group: https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6990321
Note: This being the first meeting, Secretary General Avinash C Tyagi facilitated the meeting, with Ms Kathleen
Heuvel as Coordinator of IYPeF.
Background
1. With the long term objectives of encouraging and promoting young professionals in the field of irrigation,
drainage, flood management and environment, the 65th International Executive Council (IEC) held at Gwangju in
September 2014, approved establishing an ICID-Young Professional’s Forum (IYPeF) with open membership. In
order to throw open ICID platform to all the young professionals interested in agriculture water management issues,
an ICID Young Professionals e-Forum (IYPef) as a new Linkedln group (https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6990321)
was established. The activities of the Forum will be monitored and overseen by a group of volunteer young
professionals consisting of one coordinator and five joint coordinators that will act as the link to the ICID network.
The Coordinator of the Forum shall report on its activities to IEC through Permanent Committee on Strategy and
Organization (PCSO) during the annual Council meetings of ICID.
2. IYPeF will not only acts as virtual meeting place but also a platform that would serve as a stepping stone into
annual events of ICID providing opportunities to the budding professionals for interaction with the best professionals
in irrigation and drainage sector, present papers, avail latest information and join technical working groups.
Introduction
3. Secretary General welcomed the members of the IYPeF members and other observers. For the benefit of
those members who had not yet participated in the e-Forum, SG recalled that consequent upon the approval of IEC
at the 65th International Executive Council (IEC) held at Gwangju in September 2014, and final meeting of WG-YPF
in Montpellier in 2015, ICID-Young Professional’s e-Forum (IYPeF) with open membership has now been
established. Accordingly, Central Office established a LinkedIn Group and invited membership from NCs, partner
organizations, etc to participate in the Forum. He informed that as on date the e-Forum has more than 160 members.
4. SG informed that during June-September 2016, members had been active and organized e-Discussions. There
was a good participation in these e-discussions. Based on these discussions, 9 most active members, based on the
quality of participation, were selected for the scholarship to attend WIF2. All the members of the Forum participated
in e-voting and selected one Coordinator, and 5 Joint Coordinators from the group of active members. These are:
Coordinator: (1) Ms. Kathleen Heuvel (Australia); and Joint Coordinators: (2) Ms. Adey N. Mersha (Ethiopia); (3)
Mr. Rafat Nael Al-Intaki (Iraq); (4) Mr. Mika Turunen (Finland); (5) Mr. Abdullahi Hassan Hussein (Somalia); (6) Ms.
Jakia Akter (Bangladesh). Membership status is given in Annex 5 (page 33).
5. The seniority among the coordinators elected was based on number of votes received. The members who got
maximum votes was designated as Coordinator with the others as Jt Coordinators. Every year the bottom most 2
joint coordinators receiving least votes will leave their position for the new incumbents to be elected during the year.
The maximum term of the any coordinator (or joint coordinator) would be for 3 years.
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To review membership
6. SG informed that IYPeF received very encouraging participation from all the sub-sectors of the agriculture
water management sector, which shows the interest of YPs in ICID activities. The present membership consists of
more than 150 members. Members are encouraged to promote the membership to attract new players. The Forum
also has about 20 senior professionals as its members who are invited to act as mentors during the e-discussions.
Members were encouraged to promote the membership to attract new players. YP members may use the following
link to invite colleagues to the discussion group: https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6990321. For inviting new
members, the mandate of IYPeF could serve as a summary of what this group aims to achieve.
7. SG informed that the NCs, such as JNCID, MNCID, IRNCID, INACID and others, who have been actively
involving Young Professionals in their national activities have been requested to inform their respective YP members
of the establishment of the IYPeF and encourage them to join the Forum. Regrettably, the response from these
members’ countries, in respect of participation in the IYPeF has been far from satisfactory. He urged the
representatives YP members present at the meeting to intimate all YPs on these new developments and
establishment of IYPeF.
8. To strengthen the membership, it was also decided to update existing YP social media accounts such as
Facebook, LinkedIn and further promote the e-forum discussions on twitter. A clarification was made that all
discussions will, however, continue to take place on the LinkedIn platform.
e-Discussions
9. SG informed that e-Discussions were organized on three topics in order to provide inputs to WIF2 side events,
(1) Role of Education in Irrigation and Drainage [15 July - 7 August 2016]; (2) Role of Women in Irrigation and
Drainage Sector [28 Jul - 15 Aug 2016]; and (3) Role of New Technologies for Irrigation and Drainage [17 Aug. - 2
Sept. 2016]. VP Prof. Dr. Charlotte de Fraiture (The Netherlands), Ms. Badra Kamaladasa (Sri Lanka), and Ms.
Jyotsana Chuchra Raheja (India) acted as mentors for the e-Discussion.
10. Based on the views expressed by participating members on the above topics, three best members were invited
to prepare a two page write-up from the expression threads. Accordingly, Ms. Adey N. Mersha (Ethiopia), Ms.
Kathleen Heuvel (Australia), and Mr. Mika Turunen (Finland) were selected for the presentations. Members
expressed their satisfaction at the quality of discussions and informed the group about their experiences.
11. Members discussed the mechanism, how they can continue this activity making use of the IYPeF. They decided
that the Group will organize e-discussions regularly at least one topic every quarter. The coordinator would discuss
the issue with the joint-coordinators to finalize a tentative list of topics, would decide its schedule, identify the
possible mentor for the topic in consultation with the Central Office and identify two other volunteers who will assist
in the managing the discussion. The potential e-discussion topics could be: Application of technology to advance
irrigation and drainage management; IWM framework; climate change and its impact on irrigation; the role of
irrigation in food security; drainage issues; on-farm irrigation efficiency for small scale farming; and water auditing
and accounting.
12. The members of the Forum were informed of the Congress Questions and topics of Seminars and Symposium
(Annex) which could be kept in mind while deciding the topics for e-discussions. Based on the discussions, the
concerned Joint coordinator will develop an Opinion Paper on the discussions. After the review process, the papers
will be placed on ICID website and best paper(s) are published in ICID News/ News Update.
Webinar
13. The members recalled that Webinar/ Web-based seminars are the new way to reach wider audience through
video conferencing. They decided to organize 2-3 Webinars with assistance from Central Office during the year.
Some of the topics which were mentioned are: Technology for improved I&D (Ms Jakia Akter); ICID WatSave
Awards (Mr. Mohamed El Hagarey to host); Water accounting & auditing (an extension of YP training session at
Chiang Mai); Environmental impact analysis of irrigation systems using life cycle analysis (an extension of YP
training session at Chiang Mai. Members decided to finalize the broad topics and a tentative schedule to organize
these Webinars by the first week of January 2017.
Any other business
14. Members also discussed the possibilities of expanding the reach of the IYPeF by linking it with twitter and
Facebook accounts. There were concerns regarding the privacy. The group left the choice of linking the IYPeF to
Twitter and FB to the individual members.
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Annex [Appendix IX. Item 3, para 12]
23ND INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON IRRIGATION AND DRAINAGE
8-14 October 2017, Mexico City, Mexico
Theme, Topics for Questions, Special Session, Symposium and Seminar

Congress Theme:

Modernizing Irrigation and Drainage for a new Green Revolution

Congress Questions (Topics / Sub-Topics)
Question 60:

Question 61:

Water Productivity: Revisiting the concepts in light of water, energy and food nexus
Question 60.1

Emerging issues and challenges of water saving, including impact of
transferring water out of agriculture

Question 60.2

Understanding water productivity, water and energy use efficiency and
water footprint of crops

Question 60.3

Water security for growth and development

State of knowledge of irrigation techniques and practicalities within given socio-economic
settings
Question 61.1

Adopting precision irrigation and improving surface irrigation to combat
water scarcity

Question 61.2

Using ICT, remote sensing, control systems and modelling for improved
performance of irrigation systems

Question 61.3

Adaptability and affordability of new technologies under different socioeconomic scenarios.

Special Session: Irrigation techniques for reuse of wastewater in agriculture and its impact on health and
environment
Symposium

Global Review of institutional reforms in irrigation sector for sustainable agriculture water
management, including water users associations.

Seminar

Water Use in food value chains
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