[image: image1.png]



International Commission on Irrigation and Drainage (ICID)     (    Commission Internationale des Irrigations et du Drainage

PRESS RELEASE

Subject  :  ICID’s Position Paper on Dams

On 16 November the report of the World Commission on Dams will be launched in London. In an open letter the Presidents of ICID, ICOLD and IHA have jointly conveyed the position of these organisations in relation to this report. In addition we wish to inform you that our Commission, after broad consultations with our National Committees and concerned work bodies has developed a position paper on ‘The role of dams for irrigation, drainage and flood control’. This position paper has been approved almost unanimously by our International Executive Council Meeting in Granada, Spain, September 1999. The paper can be downloaded from our web site: www.icid.org, or be sent to you on request.

We like to present to you some key issues of our position paper, as well as from the sector vision on ‘Water for food and rural development’, that was prepared for the 2nd World Water Forum, The Hague, The Netherlands, March 2000. This sector vision has the support of our Commission.

It is expected that during the coming 25 years a duplication in food production will have to be achieved to feed the still growing worlds population. Most of the increase in food production will have to be realised in the developing countries. The increase in food production is expected to imply:

· an increase in withdrawals for irrigation of 15 - 20% even after assumption of significant increases in water use efficiency;

· an increase in storages (reservoirs and to a certain extent also groundwater) of 10 - 15%.

The development of dams and reservoirs in the world has not taken place in absence of knowledge. Large volume of experience is available. The ICOLD, ICID and IHA with the help of their participating member countries around the world, for instance, have developed a variety of standards and guidelines. They have been adopted in international and professional fora and fine-tuned especially during the last 50 years. Besides, most of the countries have their own standards, which are statutory. The standards and criteria adopted by any one country for its conditions may not be necessarily applicable to another country. Thus, while only the general guidelines could be internationalised, much of the standardisation work has to be done by a particular country within the country to suit its prevailing conditions with due regard to the safety requirements and mandatory procedures.

Water scarcity is engulfing many countries of the world. Thousands of dams are still to be built to store water and make it available, during this century on a world wide basis, especially in the non-industrialised countries of Asia, Africa, Latin America and Eastern Europe. The needs of growing populations, the pace of urbanisation and industrialisation, and the urgent need to improve the standard and quality of life of poorer strata of their societies call for urgent steps to develop these facilities. It is an enormous challenge to decision makers, developers and designers to develop the economically required capacity in an environmentally sound and sustainable way.

Every human activity modifies the environment. Some changes are for the good, some are not, but the awareness in the society about size and scope of the adverse impacts plays an increasing role in decision making. Effort is made to mitigate and compensate such effects, while increasing the positive impacts so that sustainability of development is maintained and the natural resource base is not eroded. The challenge is to achieve that the positive effects on environment outweigh negative effects. Mitigation and enhancement measures have been evolved, over a period of time, by concerned professionals. ICOLD and ICID have prescribed detailed listings, criteria and guidelines for study of environmental impacts and their mitigation. Many countries have developed appropriate policies and measures for compensating negative impacts. While respecting the privilege of countries/governments to develop their water resources plans and priorities, it will be only fair to expect that adequate compensatory packages are 
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provided by them to the adversely affected people and to ensure that these people are better off, after the project implementation than before it.

Irrigation, drainage and flood control of agricultural lands are no longer options. They are necessary for feeding billions of people, for providing employment for rural poor and for protecting the environment. With respect to this, ICID stresses that dams have played and will continue to play an important role in the development of water resources, especially in developing countries. A balance needs to be found between the requirements based on the needs of society, acceptable side effects and a sustainable environment.
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ICID is dedicated to enhancing the worldwide supply of food and fibre for all people by improving water and land management and the productivity of irrigated and drained lands through appropriate management of water, environment and the application of irrigation, drainage and flood management techniques. ICID was founded in 1950 and has at present 90 member countries, covering, in total, more than 95% of the world’s land area.
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