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News Update
Managing Water for Sustainable Agriculture October 2014

INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION ON IRRIGATION AND DRAINAGE

From Secretary General's Desk...
Dear Colleagues,

As you all know, 
October 17 is observed 
as International Day 
for the Eradication of 
Poverty. It promotes 
people’s awareness of 
the need to eradicate 
poverty and destitution 
worldwide, particularly 
in developing countries. 
Individuals and organizations observe it as a 
day to renew their commitment in collaborating 
towards eradicating poverty. This year the 
theme was “Leave No One Behind: Think, 
Decide and Act Together Against Extreme 
Poverty”. In December, 1992, the UN General 
Assembly officially declared October 17 as 
the date for the International Day for the 
Eradication of Poverty (resolution 47/196 of 
December 22, 1992). 

Interestingly, the ICID Working Group on 
Role of Irrigation on Poverty Alleviation and 
Livelihoods (WG-POVERTY), submitted its 
final report at the 65th IEC Council meeting. 
The report once again emphasized that the 
role of irrigation in poverty alleviation may 
be small in terms of simply providing water 
to grow crops, but may be significant in 
enabling other uses of the infrastructure as 
well as adding to food security and generating 
livelihoods.

The 22nd International Congress on Irrigation 

and Drainage with the main theme “Securing 
Water for Food and Rural Community 
under Climate Change”, held during 14-16 
September 2014 organized a Special Session 
on ‘New Partnerships for Rural Development’, 
which  deliberated on the related aspects. 
Experts from 17 countries and 5 international 
organizations presented 23 papers and  
participated in the Roundtable Meeting and 
discussed various issues connected with 
food security and rural development and the 
means to overcome these challenges. The 
outcomes of the meetings are presented in 
brief in this News UPDATE. The Gwangju 
Statement issued at the 22nd Congress is 
also posted on ICID website <http://www.
icid.org/decl_gwangju.html>

During the 65th IEC, a revised Scheme 
for the WatSave Awards compiling the 
objectives, procedure of application, process 
of screening by the NCs and the adjudication 
by the Panel of Judges has been provided. 
The new Scheme stipulates Screening of 
the proposal by the National Committee 
recommending the Nomination. In order to 
give sufficient time to the NCs for processing 
the cases submitted, the announcement for 
submission of the nominations has been 
advanced and is being brought out in this 
issue. The NCs are advised to circulate the 
call with a stipulation that the nominations 
may be submitted to the NCs four months 
in advance of the last date stipulated in the 
announcement. This will give sufficient time 
to the NCs to set up a Screening Committee 
to screen the nominations.

In accordance with the decisions taken at 
the IEC, Working Groups have been advised 
to organize a video-conference in between 
two physical meetings at the IEC. This will 
enable those participants who are unable to 
attend the meetings physically during the IEC 
meetings, provide their inputs. The Chairs 
of the WG are being advised to fix up a 
tentative date during January, February and 
March months of 2015 in consultation with 
the WG members and inform Central Office 
accordingly. You may like to work with your 
WG chairs to arrange a convenient slot for 
the virtual meeting.

For those who could not attend the 22nd ICID 
Congress, we have placed a ten minutes 
video clip on ICID facebook page <https://
www.facebook.com/icidat> which brings out 
the excellent arrangements made by our 
host Korean National Committee (KCID). 
You may like to visit the page and get a 
glimpses of various events. The technical 
outcomes of the 22nd Congress will also be 
made available shortly. 

Once again we are looking forward to your 
feedback to enable us to serve you better.

With best wishes,

Avinash C. Tyagi
Secretary General

Nominations are invited for the ‘WatSave 
Awards 2015’ from individuals/team through 
National Committees/ Committee latest by 
15 June 2015. The WatSave Awards are 
given in four categories: (i) Technology; (ii) 
Innovative Water Management; (iii) Young 
Professional; and (iv) Farmers. 

The idea of routing the nominations 
through the NC is to receive only one 
nomination per category per country after 
an initial scanning of the nominations for 
a sequential ordering based on merit and 
recommending only one. ICID member 
country can also support one nomination 
from a non-member country but every 

country should present only one candidate 
per category.

The award(s) is/are presented to an 
individual or a team for Outstanding 
Contribution to water conservation / water 
saving for increasing the beneficial and/
or efficient use of water to develop and 
improve the sustainable use of the critical 
resource.

National Committee can nominate newly 
developed works of previous WatSave 
Award winners provided it is for a different 
innovation, as the purpose of the award 
is to identify successful water saving 

technologies and management techniques 
in practice among the ICID family and 
disseminate them across the world. The 
nomination could come on behalf of an 
individual or a team of named individuals, 
but not from an organization itself. An entry 
or innovation once rejected for the WatSave 
award by ICID should not be re-nominated, 
even under a different category. 

In order for the Jury to adjudicate the 
awards, which are highly dependent on the 
actual application of the technology in the 
field, the nominating National Committee/
Committee has to play a crucial role 
since members of the Jury will often not 

WatSave Awards 2015 – Call for Nominations
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International Day for the Eradication of Poverty

The United Nations’ International Day for 
the Eradication of Poverty is observed 
on 17 October each year since 1993. 
It promotes people’s awareness of the 
need to eradicate poverty and destitution 
worldwide, particularly in developing 
countries.

The theme of this year is “Leave No 
One Behind: Think, Decide and Act 
Together against Extreme Poverty”. 
The theme recognizes and underscores 
the demanding challenge of identifying 
and securing the participation of those 

experiencing extreme poverty and social 
exclusion in the “Post-2015 Development 
Agenda” that will replace the Millennium 
Development Goals. 

Irrigation is an important tool to minimize 
the climatic risks that small holder farmers 
face in their fight against poverty. ICID has 
been focusing on including the concerns 
and issues that the small holder and 
marginal farmers face in making use of 
this tool. The Working Group on Role 
of Irrigation in Poverty Alleviation and 
Livelihoods (WG-POVERTY) in its report 

finalized during the 65th meeting of IEC in 
Gwangju, Korea has brought many such 
issues and how the irrigation sector can 
really help the global fight against poverty.

The event is organized in partnership with 
the International Movement ATD Fourth 
World, the NGO Sub-committee for the 
Eradication of Poverty and the United 
Nations Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs, supported by the Missions 
of France and Burkina Faso to the United 
Nations. For more information, visit: http://
undesadspd.org/Poverty/ 

have detailed first-hand knowledge of the 
situation in a particular country, and thus 
would not be in a position to judge the 
realism of individual submissions.

National Committees should undertake 
initial screening of the nominations, 
through a broad based National Screening 
Committee for WatSave Awards against 
the criterion laid down in this Scheme, 
and in the process recommending them, 
authenticating the research, the application 
cited in the nominated work and ensure 

that the nomination is for the original work 
carried out by the authors.

The awards will be presented at the 66th 
International Executive Council (IEC) 
meeting scheduled to be held during 
October 2015 at Montpellier, France. 
The last date for receipt of the entries 
from the National Committees along with 
a completed ‘Nomination Form’ etc. to 
the ICID Central Office, New Delhi is 15 
June 2015. 

The nominations sent directly to the ICID 
Central Office cannot be entertained. The 
selection of the winners from amongst the 
nominations received will be made by an 
International Panel of Judges. National 
Committees are urged to give wide publicity 
to these awards in their country among 
persons actively engaged in water savings/ 
conservation practices, particularly farming 
communities.

For more information, please visit <http://
www.icid.org/awards_ws.html>

Irrigation professionals have long 
understood that the purpose of irrigation 
is as much to do with rural development 
as increasing the production of food 
and fibre. The objectives drawn for the 
Working Group on 'Role of Irrigation 
in Poverty Alleviation and Livelihoods' 
(WG-POVERTY) established in 2008 
represented a significant broadening on 
ICID’s view on the role of irrigation in 
alleviating poverty, which was explained 
and explored through the activities of the 
Group. The working group has submitted 
its final report during 65th IEC meeting 
in Gwangju Korea.  Brief excerpts from 
the report are presented.

The traditional view has been that 
irrigation itself could be the primary 
agent of poverty alleviation. However, 
the focus is usually on farmers and their 
families. Whilst virtually all government-
funded irrigation had the aim of alleviating 
poverty, the poor had shown that they 
were capable of extracting more value 
by multiple use of the formal systems in 
ways that may not have been anticipated 
or even permitted, for by example, using 
canal banks as routes to market, drawing 
water for domestic water use, gardens, 
livestock, and brick making.  

Indeed the role of irrigation in alleviating 
poverty can be very greatly enhanced 
by reaching out to those who gain 
such incidental benefits from use of 
the irrigation infrastructure. However, 
the traditional views of poverty have 
to be broadened to become context 
specific, recognizing new challenges 
to the poor from urbanization, demand 
for bio-fuels, fragile eco-systems and 
weaker governance. 

The participants, through various 
workshops organized at its meetings 
recognized that:

a.	 The role of irrigation in poverty 
alleviation may be small in terms of 
simply providing water to grow crops, 
but may be significant in enabling 
other uses of the infrastructure as 
well as adding to food security,

b.	 Many of the poorest members of the 
community are not able to be farmers, 
or find their best opportunities in 
irrigated farming, or in agriculture 
at all, and

c.	 Most irrigation schemes have multiple 
use and these additional uses can 
provide opportunities for the poor, 

which may be non-agricultural but 
depend on irrigation development 
for water.

Although irrigation systems have done 
much to improve the quality of life 
in the areas they served, irrigation 
professionals need to be more 
sympathetic to the actions of the poor in 
making better use of irrigation systems 
to improve their circumstances while 
planning, designing, implementing and 
maintaining these systems. There is 
need to:

•	 take a holistic view of the rural 
development objective of improving 
livelihoods

•	 develop capabilities of those new to 
farming, particularly women

•	 allow easily managed flood and 
gravity irrigation technologies which 
can be easily managed by those new 
to farming, and

•	 recognize and communicate with 
such groups.

Role of Irrigation on Poverty Alleviation and Livelihoods

m
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The 22nd International Congress on 
Irrigation and Drainage with the main 
theme “Securing Water for Food and 

Rural Community under Climate Change” 
was held during 14-16 September 2014 at 
Kimdaejung Convention Centre in Gwangju 
Metropolitan City, Republic of Korea, 
organized and hosted by Korean National 
Committee of ICID (KCID). The Congress 
was attended by more than 1100 delegates 
from 61 countries.  

Based on 228 papers and posters from 
42 countries submitted, the participants 
discussed the two Questions i.e. Q. 58: “How 
Irrigation and Drainage play an important 
role in Climate Change Adaptation?” and 
Q.59: “How do Irrigation and Drainage 
Interventions secure food production and 
livelihood for the rural community”. During 
the Congress, in addition to addressing 
these two questions, a Round Table meeting 
on ‘Irrigated Agriculture and Development 
in Developing Countries’, a Symposium on 
“Non-point Pollution – Best Management 
Practices”, special sessions on “New 
Partnership for the Rural Development”, 
and a number of side events were also 
organized. 

Question 58: How Irrigation and 
Drainage play important role in 
Climate Change Adaptation?
i.		 Climate change is an added stress 

on the increasingly complex and 
interlinked issues of rural development. 
Interventions to mitigate the extreme 
impacts of climate change such as 
floods and drought have to be integrated 
in all decision making processes.

ii.		 Irrigation and drainage are important 
adaptation strategies that provide the 
means to mitigate negative impacts 
of climate change for food and water 
security. They generally go a long way 
in building resilience and promoting 
rural development.

iii.		 To mitigate climate change on agricultural 
water use,  installation of water 
measurement equipment in irrigation 
projects, modernization of current 
irrigation systems,  encouragement of 
people as well as relevant stakeholders 
(irrigation cooperatives, NGOs, etc.), 
leading to sustainable irrigation water 
use.

iv.		 There should be more efforts to 
addressing flood and drought risks 
in agriculture at the policy level with 
adequate integration into agricultural 
development policies, plans and 
programmes. A community-centred 
bottom-up approach and model-based 
analysis are good ways forward that 
address the risks of current and 
advanced adaptation and resilience 
for the future.

v.		 Negative impacts of climate change 
on crop yields have become more 
common than positive impacts. The 
exact problems are not well-defined 
in less developed regions with limited 
water availability, where vulnerability 
to climate change is higher. Therefore, 
it is necessary to establish effective 
counter-measures, assessing the past 
and present conditions, with innovation 
in methodology and state-of-the art 
technologies.  

vi.		 While impacts of climate change 
in the atmospheric and hydrologic 
systems on food production are being 
projected, the impacts on crops, even 
on the major cereals, are still under 
initial assessment, there is a need for 
evaluation of the impacts of climate 
change on agricultural and hydrological 
processes, including soil-water profile, 
groundwater dynamics, river flow, water 
requirement, crop growth, drainage 
discharge, water quality, cropping 
pattern and farming system, etc. need 
to be evaluated and implementation of 
results need to be promoted.

vii.		 Since the phenomena or factors 
associated with climate change and 
its apparent impacts are difficult to 
be projected with certainty, one of the 
more effective and feasible measures 
for adapting to the impacts is to take 
actions incrementally, as in an adaptive/
trial-and-error manner, utilizing the best 
available past experiences and current 
knowledge, while collecting additional 
information as needed. In pursuing 
such an adaptive approach, a step-wise 
integrated assessment is effective and 
reliable.

Question 59: How do Irrigation 
and Drainage Interventions 
secure food production and 
livelihood for rural community?
i.		 Securing irrigation water makes food 

production safe and is one of the ways 
to maintain – or re-settle – people in 
rural areas, by giving them an economic 
activity. It therefore contributes to 
securing livelihood and protects the rural 
population from poverty, and thus from 
migrating towards big cities, increasing 
poverty and unemployment.

ii.		 Multiple use of water in irrigation 
systems and adequate use of poor 
quality water as well as changes 
in farm and natural ecology due to 
irrigation and drainage are important 
development factors in rural areas. 
Attention must be paid to the role 
which the rural community can play 
in the governance of water resource 
and hydraulic systems, provided that 
relevant capacity building is carried out.

iii.	 Water needs are increasing for food 
production yet water needs for the 
environment have to be better satisfied; 
water for drinking and for hygiene 
must be made more available for more 
people. On the other hand, climate 
changes will result in many regions, 
in lower or more irregular rainfall, 
often making water resource scarcer. 
It is therefore crucial to improve 
irrigation efficiency. As irrigation will 
be compulsorily thriftier, developing 
water saving methods and techniques 
is essential.

iv.		 A common definition of how we define 
water use across sector is required 
for a common understanding of the 
concept of “Irrigation efficiency”. We 
need to define what, when, where and 
why? Improving irrigation efficiency 
requires an integrated approach which 
includes: agronomic, engineering, 
management, institutional, policy and 
social parameters. Focusing on a single 
approach will fail.

v.		 Water sharing often accompany with 
conflicts among different water users. 
Agreements need to be made not 
only among countries but also within 
domestic activity sectors. Considering 
complex nature of water sharing, 
decision must be made when and 
where to distribute water resources 
with adequate quantity and quality to 
meet water demands.

vi.		 Ways for improving irrigation efficiency 
are through automated and rotational 
irrigation scheduling systems and 
measurement of water delivery and 
application. Modernization of irrigation 
and drainage facilities are of course 
a means towards water savings 
and therefore a better productivity 
of irrigation water, which can be 
achieved not only by implementing 
new technologies, but also through 
integrated irrigation and drainage 
management systems.

vii.		 Inter-basin cooperation, either within 
a country or transboundary, is often 
the solution to cope with limited water 
resources or to solve water conflicts. 
Water use rights differ from country 
to country, but are often among the 
oldest country regulations and must 
be carefully taken into consideration.

New Partnerships for Rural 
Development

High population growth with changing 
dietary habits results into high demand for 
food and nutrition from the limited natural 
resources (land and water). Improving 
processes to preserve the natural resources 
require clear understanding of the multi-
dimensional cause-and-effect mechanisms 

Gwangju Statement 
Issued at 22nd ICID Congress, Gwangju, 2014
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Life Membership opportunity for Direct Members

It may be recalled that ICID had opened 
its doors to individuals, businesses and 
organizations/ institutions. They can now 
join ICID directly and receive the benefits 
of ICID membership. This new opportunity 
has great potential to enhance the working 
of ICID and hopefully will result in greater 
global exchanges of experiences and 
multidisciplinary innovations. Opening 
membership to such companies, institutions 
and individual, the ‘Direct Membership’ 
will widen the repertoire of knowledge 
and experiences within ICID and benefit 
all its stakeholders. The direct members 
would be able to receive: (i) Electronic 
version of the ICID Journal on Irrigation 

and Drainage, Annual Report, ICID News, 
and News Update free of cost, (ii) Extra 
copies of the ICID Journal on Irrigation 
and Drainage at concessional price based 
on the type of company or institution, (iii) 
Special discount on all ICID publications; 
(iv) Special advertisement rates in ICID 
publications and on website; and (v) 
Special exhibition rates and registration 
fees during ICID events. Many individuals, 
institutions and companies have become 
DIRECT MEMBERS of ICID and already 
reaping the benefits. 

The 65th International Executive Council 
(IEC) took the decision to introduce Life 
Membership for Direct Individual Members 

for their convenience of maintaining the 
membership. 

Life Membership

Individual Individual 
(Retiree)

Developed 
Countries US$ 900 US$ 600

Developing 
Countries US$ 550 US$ 500

For details of categories of Direct ICID 
Membership and procedure for application 
and subscription amount, etc., please 
access http://www.icid.org/dir_mem.html.  

in the sphere of agriculture and rural 
development. Developing countries currently 
have limited access to effective funding for 
developing such mechanisms and preserve 
land and water degradation. Recognizing 
the importance of overall rural development, 
the Special Session on ‘New Partnerships 
for Rural Development’ deliberated on the 
related aspects and came out with following 
recommendations:

•	 There is need to bring a feeling of 
community ownership and voluntary 
participation, an important ingredients for 
successful rural development, through 
elections in each community, capacity 
development, government support to 
the decisions made by the community 
and partial government financing.

•	 Increasing food production is invariably 
the focus of agricultural development, 
but value chain development (adding 
value to market products) is missing. 

•	 There is need to move from PPP to 
PPPP (the 4th P is for producers), 
leading to participatory approach in the 
community including woman in the rural 
development model.

•	 Development of Agro-park/Eco-park is 
crucial for rural development, where 
all stakeholders are organized into 
a network, resources are circulated, 
wastes are decreased, innovative 
technologies used and quality products 
are exported.

•	 Rural development needs to be managed 
by the locals in partnership with external 
players and support. Micro-financing is a 
possibility and sometimes communities 
may not require government/external 
support for rural development.

Working towards a 
cooperative network

ICID has encouraged developing countries 
to participate in its activity, because water 

for food is the most important issue that 
determines their food security. Developing 
countries learn lessons from the developed 
countries who have transitioned recently, 
particularly countries like Korea which has 
taken long strides in economic growth in the 
past thirty years. A Round Table Meeting 
(RTM) was organized by the NOC of the 
22nd Congress and Korea Rural Community 
Corporation to build up a cooperative 
network with global partners. Experts from 17 
countries and 5 international organizations 
presented 23 papers.The invited experts 
shared their experiences and discussed 
various issues connected with on food 
security and rural development and the 
means to overcome these challenges. 

Recognizing that the irrigation projects in 
each developing country have their own 
characteristics depending on their local 
needs and stage of economic transition, 
the RTM called for institutional innovation 
of the irrigation agencies and associations 
to provide the practical services to 
farmers. In the process it is necessary to 
involve the farmers in the operation and 
maintenance of irrigation facilities provide 
them required technical training and enhance 
the effectiveness of implementation of rural 
development programs through monitoring 
and evaluation of existing rural development 
projects for more promising outcome from 
upcoming projects. The Round Table 
called for establishing the feasibility of 
an organization like International Rural 
Development Cooperation Center with the 
objective to facilitate sustainable solutions 
for improving living condition of residents 
in rural area.

Management of non-point 
sources of pollution

Non-point source pollutants are mainly a 
consequence of agriculture activities which 
are currently recognized as the single 
greatest contributor of NPS pollutant to 
the soil and water sources. Assessment of 

NPS, which is the first step in dealing with 
the issue itself is a complex issue requiring 
interdisciplinary inputs. The Symposium 
on “Non-point Sources Pollution and Best 
Management Practices” was the main theme 
addressed by 21 papers presented during 
the symposium. Developing less expensive 
Best Management Practices (BMPs) is 
important to prevent NPS pollution before 
it occurs and enters the water bodies in 
order to ensure quality water resources 
and consequent sustainable agricultural 
food production. While the symposium 
fell short of identifying ‘best management 
practice’, it raised some major concerns and 
observations that need to be addressed in 
dealing with NPS and suggested that the 
following points may be kept in view while 
assessing best management practices. 

•	 As the present state of methodology of 
assessment of the NPS of pollutants are 
lacking there is need to consider the 
long-term evaluation studies in various 
conditions in order to draw clear and 
robust guidelines for structural and 
non-structural BMPs.

•	 Process-based models, which are able 
to consider the fate and behavior of 
agrochemicals, need to be used for 
assessing the effects of BMPs on 
agricultural water resources in advance 
and should take into account the weather 
variables (ex. rainfall) in the impact 
assessment.

•	 Impact of climate change in agricultural 
NPS pollution cannot be ignored and 
uncertainties of climate change scenarios 
should be considered through multi-
model ensemble (MME) and appropriate 
downscaling methods. 

•	 Assessment of proposed BMPs should 
consider their economic feasibility.

m
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Working Groups to meet through Video Conferencing 

The Permanent Committee for Technical 
Activities (PCTA) at its 34th Meeting held 
at Gwangju, Republic of Korea, on 19 
September 2014 decided to organize mid-
session online meetings for workbodies. 
This video conference (online meeting) 
will be organized by Central Office upon 
the request of workbody Chair/Vice Chair/
Secretary. As per the Central Office 
suggestion these virtual conferences would 
be most suited if planned in the months 
of January 2015 to March 2015.

ICID Central Office is using Cisco’s WebEx 
Meeting Center to establish online meeting. 
This online feature helps to meet anyone, 
anywhere, in real time. This software 
also combines desktop sharing through 
a web browser with phone conferencing 

and video. Everyone sees the same thing 
while you talk. 

Workbody Chair/Vice Chair/Secretary are 
requested to finalize dates for establishing 
the video conference by contacting 
members for their suitable time slot to 
enable Central Office to establish the 
meeting and invite participants in advance. 
A draft agenda of the online meeting can 
be finalized in advance for uploading on 
the meeting platform and circulating the 
same along with the invitation letter.

Basic requirement for joining Central Office 
organized WebEx online meetings: 

•	 Can join the conference from your 
Notebook computer or smart mobile 
phone

•	 Hardware requirement: (1) Good 
Internet connection; (2) Micro phone; 
(3) Web Cam for video streaming 
(optional). Item 2&3 are common on 
any Notebook/Tab etc.

•	 No special software requirement

•	 Can join the meeting from the link 
provided by Central Office using the 
password details

In order to get more information regarding 
Cisco WebEx tool. Please visit: http://
try.webex.com/meet/pdfs/1ds_mc-gsg_
wbs27_100709_final.pdf for accessing 
‘Getting Started Guide’.

The World Water Week with the theme 
“Energy and Water” closed with a call 
for inclusion of a standalone water target 
in the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) under the post-2015 development 
agenda. The Water Week was hosted and 
organized by the Stockholm International 
Water Institute (SIWI) from 31st August 
to 5th September 2014 at Stockholm, 
Sweden. More than 3000 participants from 
140 countries attended the event. 

The discussions on the theme aimed at 
addressing issues related to the water-
energy nexus, highlighted the inter-
relationship between these two sectors 
which included: the demographic and 
economic drivers of energy and water 
demand; ways to balance societal uses 
of energy and water; energy and water in 
a vulnerable and changing environment; 
coordination of energy and water policies 
and governance; ways to address the 
economic and financial aspects of water 
and energy; ways to develop information 
and decision support systems for energy 
and water; and ways to bridge the 

Stockholm Water Week 2014 
science-policy-people interface for energy 
and water. The deliberations in various 
sessions highlighted the complexities of the 
challenges of meeting the water security 
and ensuring energy for development, 
particularly in the countries in transition. 
The need to move forward on the climate 
agenda complicates the challenges. The 
issue of food security when thrown in this 
discussion accentuates the complexities of 
development dilemma even further. ICID 
will be addressing the water-food-energy 
nexus in its 2nd World Irrigation Forum 
to be organized in Chiang Mai, Thailand 
in October 2016.

The issues discussed inter alia included: 
public private partnerships (PPPs); capacity 
development; energy and water scarcity; 
corporate water stewardship; hydropower, 
climate change; irrigation subsidies; water 
and shale energy; green growth; urban 
development; water, sanitation and hygiene 
(WASH); transboundry water cooperation; 
water in the post-2015 development 
agenda; gender and water; water 

diplomacy; and integrated water resources 
management (IWRM) were discussed 
during the Sessions of the World Water 
Week. The specific issues that are faced 
in different regions were highlighted in the 
regional sessions organized for Africa, Latin 
America and the Caribbean (LAC), Middle 
East and North Africa (MENA), Asia; 

Stockholm Water Prize was presented to 
Prof. John Briscoe, South Africa, for the 
contributions made over the course of his 
career in the field of water management. 
Other prizes awarded were: Stockholm 
Industry Water Award was awarded to 
eThekwini Water and Sanitation, Durban, 
South Africa; and 2014 Stockholm Junior 
Water Prize went to Hayley Todesco, 
Canada, for developing a sand-filter based 
water treatment system. 

For more information please access 
http://water-l.iisd.org/news/world-water-
week-calls-for-water-goal-in-post-2015-
development-agenda/ and http://www.
worldwaterweek.org/ for more information.

m

Water, Food and Energy in the 21st Century 

The South African National Committee 
on Irrigation and Drainage (SANCID) is 
organizing the SANCID 2014 Symposium 
from 18 to 20 November 2014 at Glenburn 
Lodge, Muldersdrift, Gauteng, South Africa. 
The theme of the Symposium is “Water, 
Food and Energy in the 21st Century”. 
Challenges which are facing agricultural 
water management include: (1) policy and 
institutional challenge (2) the economic and 
financial challenge (3) implementation of 

sustainable land reform (4) challenge of 
technology and water resources to supply 
the growing demand (5) poverty and rural 
incomes challenge; and (6) environmental 
dimensions and sustainability imperative.

The aim of the Symposium is to attract 
a multi-disciplinary group of professionals 
involved with irrigation and drainage 
sector in Southern Africa. Academics, 
professionals, practitioners, policy makers, 

researchers, extension advisors and 
consultants are invited to participate 
in this event that concerns an industry 
where engineering, agricultural science, 
economics, finance, development and the 
environment come together to create new 
opportunities and meet new challenges 
every day.  For further information about 
the symposium please access http://www.
sancid.org.za/files/sacid-call-for-abstract.
pdf . 
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South Asia Regional Consultations –WWF7

Secretary General Avinash C. Tyagi attended 
the 6th General Assembly of Global Water 
Partnership South Asia (GWP-SAS) meeting 
on 12th October 2014 at IWMI, Colombo, Sri 
Lanka and participated in the South Asian 
regional consultations organized by them in 
preparations for WWF7. Speaking on the 
Integrated Water Resources Management in 
South Asia, SG pointed out the increasing 
complexity of the IWRM process as the 
development process becomes more 
comprehensive with water-food-energy 
nexus, the limits to the natural resources 
and the climate change making it more 
intricate. He emphasized at the role that the 
non-governmental professional organizations 
like ICID has to play in bringing together all 
the stakeholders on the table. He pointed 
out the recent initiative taken by ICID to 
bring together all the stakeholders engaged 
in agriculture water management at the 
common platform of World Irrigation Forum. 

In addition, the region deliberated on the 
issue of ‘Water and Food’ and ‘”Disaster 
Management for climate extremes.

On 13th October 2014 Secretary General 
met the Sri Lankan National Committee 
on Irrigation and Drainage (SLNCID) Er. 
Janakie Meegastenna, Director of Irrigation 

(WM) and Secretary, Sri Lanka National 
Committee, ICID (SLNICID) welcomed 
Secretary General. During the discussion 
various issues related to the activities of 
SLNICID were taken up. The sponsored YPs 
from SLNICID narrated their experiences at 
the 22nd ICID Congress. 

Sustainable Water and Environmental Management in Monsoon Asia

The International Society of Paddy and 
Water Environment Engineers (PAWEES) 
is organizing the International Conference 
on the theme ‘Sustainable Water and 
Environmental Management in Monsoon 
Asia’ with the objective to create an 
interactive platform for paddy and water 
environment related researchers, scientists, 
practitioners, policy makers and other 
professionals from Asia-Pacific region and 
around the world to share and present 
their novel advances, research findings, 
perspectives and experiences in response 
to, but not limited to, sustainable water 

and environmental management. The main 
topics of the Conference are: (i) Sustainable 
water use and ecologically sustainable 
development; (ii) Development of rural 
society with water in Asia; (iii) Establishment 
of sustainable paddy farming; (iv) Integrated 
watershed management; and (v) Droughts 
and flood disaster risk management.

The conference is organized in cooperation 
with Taiwan Agricultural Engineers Society 
(TAES), Japanese Society of Irrigation, 
Drainage and Rural Engineering (JSIDRE), 
Korean Society of Agricultural Engineers 

(KSAE), Department of Bioenvironmental 
Systems Engineering, National Taiwan 
University (NTU), Ministry of Science and 
Technology, Taiwan (MOST), and Water 
Resources Agency, Ministry of Economic 
Affairs, Taiwan (WRA) on 30-31 October 
2014 at Kaohsiung, Taiwan. For more 
information please contact: Prof. Fi-John 
Chang, Department of Bioenvironmental 
Systems Engineering, National Taiwan 
University, Taiwan, E-mails: pawees2014@
gmail.com; changfj@ntu.edu.tw; and 
Website http://www.pawees.net

Reforms in Management of Public Irrigation System

A Seminar on “Reforms in Management 
of Public Irrigation System” is jointly 
organized by Central Board of Irrigation 
& Power (CBIP) and Indian National 
Committee on Surface Water (INCSW); and 
sponsored by International Commission 
on Irrigation and Drainage (ICID), Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO), International 
Water Management Institute (IWMI) and 
Maharashtra Water Regulatory Authority 
(MWRA) on 30-31 October 2014 at Hotel 
Royal Orchid, Bangalore, India.

The sub-topics covered are : (1) Reforms 
in Indian Irrigation System; (2) Participatory 
Irrigation Management: Critically Review of 
Issues and Challenges for Improving the 
Water Use Efficiency; (3) Modernization of 
Irrigation System; and (4) Operation and 
Maintenance of Irrigation System. The 
objectives of the seminar is to encourage 
engineers, economists, professionals and 
administrators involved in the water and 
agriculture sector to share their experiences 
and enhance their knowledge by way of 
participation in session on the various 

topics of the Seminar. This would help 
to spread awareness of the inter-sectoral 
linkages of water, food and energy give 
impetus to reforms in the irrigation sector. 
Vice President Dr. Ding Kunlun (China); 
and Vice President Bong Hoon Lee (Korea) 
will be sharing the international experience 
with the participants.

Please contact: Seminar Secretariat: 
Central Board of Irrigation and Power 
(CBIP), E-mail: sunil@cbip; cbip@cbip.
org; Website: http://www.cbip.org



7 ICID News Update October 2014

Obituary 

Hearty welcome to Burkina Faso, Madagascar and Tajikistan 
ICID takes great pleasure in welcoming Burkina Faso, Madagascar and Tajikistan National Committees of ICID to its 
network of member countries. They were readmitted during the 65th IEC meeting held on 20 September 2014 at Gwangju, 
Republic of Korea. Our warmest felicitations and hearty congratulations to members of Burkina Faso, Madagascar and 
Tajikistan for their faith in ICID and willingness to contribute towards the mission of ICID. The contact coordinates of 
Burkina Faso, Madagascar and Tajikistan National Committees are:

Tajikistan (TAJCID)
Mr. BakhromGafarov
Deputy Director, Agency of Land 
Reclamation and Irrigation under
Government of the Republic of Tajikistan,
Tajikistan National Committee, ICID 
(TAJCID), 5/1, Shamsi str., Dushanbe, 
734064, Tajikistan

Tel: (+992 37) 2360679 – office and Mobile: 
(+992) 988438390, E-mail: gbahrom_75@
mail.ru

Madagascar (MADCID)
Mr. Oliva Rafalimanana
Director
Rural Engineering Department
Ministry of Agriculture
Madagascar National Committee on 
Irrigation and Drainage (MADCID)
Madagascar

E-mail: oliva_rafali@yahoo.fr

Burkina Faso (CNIB-B)
M. COULIBALY Remi
Rural Engineering Engineer
Secretary General, Comité National des 
Irrigations et du Drainage du Burkina 
Faso - CNIB-B, 77, Rue 29-46
6478 Pays, Burkina Faso, 01 BP 6478 
Quagadougou 01, Burkina Faso
 
Tel: 00225-5036-3619 and 00-226-
7024156; Fax: 00226-5036-3619, E-mail: 
tiladoday@yahoo.fr, cnidb14@yahoo.fr, 
hagnamou2000"yahoo.fr

E-Learning course ‘Water Footprint Assessment: Concept and Application’

The e-Learning course titled “Water 
Footprint Assessment: Concept and 
Application” is one of the most effective 
online course for understanding the 
fundamentals of Water Footprint 
Assessment and how it can be used 
by consumers, business, policy makers, 
government representatives and non-
governmental institutions. This three week 

course developed with the support from the 
World Bank Institute and the University of 
Twente will be offered from 24 November 
to 12 December 2014. 

The course aims to provide participants 
with an introduction to the concept and 
application, with five modules – (i) Water 
Footprint Concept and Application; (ii) 

Global Water Management; (iii) Government 
Policy; (iv) Corporate Strategy; and (v) 
Calculating the Water Footprint. The course 
involves both self-paced learning and online 
discussion facilitated by experts. Visit 
http://www.waterfootprint.org/downloads/
ELearn ing%20Announcement%20
24Nov-12%20Dec%202014.pdf for more 
information.

India Water Week (IWW) - 2015

Ministry of Water Resources, River 
Development & Ganga Rejuvenation, 
National Water Development Agency 
(NWDA) and Indian National Committee 
on Surface Water (INCSW), will jointly 
organize ‘Indian Water Week (IWW) – 2015’  
from 13th to 17th January, 2015 with the 
theme “Water Management for Sustainable 
Development” at Vigyan Bhawan, New 
Delhi, India. The sub-themes covered are: 
(a) Water for sustaining life (covering topics 

such as rivers and health of people, ethical 
values in water resources development and 
management, rejuvenation of rivers etc.); 
(b) Water management for sustainable 
agriculture; (c) Sustainable drinking water 
supply; (d) Sustainable urbanization and 
water related issues; (e) Sustainable 
industrial development and water; (f) Multi-
sectoral and cross cutting issues in water 
resources management; (g) Stakeholders 
cooperation for water sustainability; and (h) 

Water for sustainable energy development.

During the Conference a parallel exhibition 
named as “Water Expo 2015” is also 
planned to show case the technology, 
latest development and solutions in water 
management.

Please visit to Indian Water Week website 
http://www.indiawaterweek.in for more 
information.

It is with deep regrets that 
we inform the sad demise of  
Dr. Jose Maria Mart in  
Mendiluce (Spain), Vice 
President Hon. ICID and 
President of the Spanish 
National Committee of ICID 

(CERYD) who passed away on 31st August 
2014.

During his life time, Dr. Mendiluce held 
many important positions such as Head of 
the Division of Techniques and Hydraulic 

Structures at the General Directorate of 
Hydraulic Works in 1963. He was the Director of 
Hydrographe, Ministry of Works and Urbanism, 
Government of Spain in 1968. He was the 
President of the Spanish National Committee 
of ICID (CERYD) since 1978. He was also the 
Vice President of ICID for the term 1983-1986. 

Dr. Mendiluce was actively associated with 
numerous studies in irrigation and water supply 
projects in Spain, Ecuador, Venezuela and 
Dominican Republic. Dr. Mendiluce was the 
recipient of numerous awards including the 

Encomienda do Numero, the Grand Cross of 
the Order of Civil Merit, and the ‘Francisco de 
Miranda’ Order in the Second Class (of the 
Republic of Venezuela). His contribution and 
dedication to ICID are widely recognized in the 
ICID fraternity and will always be remembered. 
ICID fraternity records its profound sympathy 
and conveys heartfelt condolences to the 
bereaved family and to the members of 
Spanish National Committee of ICID. 

May his soul rest in eternal peace!
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News from ICID National Committees

AFEID (France)

The International Conference on ‘Water and 
Energy Interactions: Strategic Challenges 
to Territorial Development and Impacts 
on Food and Health’ to be held during 
29-31 October 2014 at Lyon, France. Dr. 
Shinsuke Ota (Japan), Vice President 
Hon. ICID and Chair of TF-WWF7 is 
a member of the Scientific Committee 
of the Conference. The main topics 
of the Conference are: (a) Water and 
energy governance and local economies 
development; (b) Water services energetic 
efficiency; and (c) Innovations in water 
and energy. Please visit to Conference 
website http://www.preserving-the-flow.
com/ for more information.

CNCID (China)

International High-end Conference on 
Water-Savings in Agriculture, Langfang

The Chinese National Committee on 
Irrigation and Drainage (CNCID) in 
association with IWHR, Ministry of Water 
Resources and DAYU Water Conserving 
Group organized a high end conference 
on “Water Savings in Agriculture” on 26 
September 2014 at Langfang, Hebei 
Province in China. The conference was 
graced by Mr. Feng Shaohui, Mayor of 
Langfang Municipality, Dr. Wei Tieqiang, 
Deputy Director General of the Department 
of Water Resources of Hebei Province, 
and President Hon. Dr. Gao Zhanyi. More 
than 200 invited participants attended from 
different regions of China to understand and 
implement new water saving techniques 
developed in the country.

In the first session, a field trip to Sun-Yard 
Demonstration Park was organized to 
expose the delegates to the latest trends 
in water saving using micro irrigation and 
other techniques. As a part of the study 
tour, participants were also taken to 
DAYU Water Conserving Group’s factory 
to introduce various new products and 
techniques available for use by Chinese 
farmers.

The second session started with a video 
film on Agriculture Water Savings in 
Langfang region and continued with very 

informative Chinese presentations by  
Mr. Wang Guangqian, Member of the 
Chinese Academy of Sciences on 
Best Use of Internet Technologies in 
Agricultureal Water Saving; President 
Hon. Dr. Gao Zhanyi made a presentation 
on ‘Comparative Study of Agricultural 
Water Saving in China and US’ and 
Dr. Vijay K. Labhsetwar, Director, ICID 
made a presentation on “Water Savings 
in Agriculture around the World”. He 
highlighted the water saving experiences 
from South Africa, Brazil, India, Pakistan, 
USA and many other countries. Mr. Madhu 
Mohanan, Program Officer, introduced ICID 
to the participants and appealed them to 
join ICID activities and help disseminate 
the knowledge globally. The conference 
concluded with a very informative 
presentation by Mr. Wang Dong, Chairman 
of DAYU Conserving Water Group on 
various aspects of Agricultural Water 
Savings using best available technologies.

Making good use of the opportunity, 
Dr. Vijay K. Labhsetwar and Mr. Madhu 
Mohanan visited the CNCID office in Beijing 
and held fruitful discussions on issues 
related with ICID with PH Gao Zhanyi 
and the newly elected Vice President Dr. 
Dr. Ding Kunlun.

IRCID (Ireland) 

The Irish National Committee on Irrigation 
and Drainage (IRCID) and the International 
Hydrological Program (IHP) are jointly 
organizing the 15th National Hydrology 
Conference on the theme “Whose water is 
it anyway? - Integrated Water Management 
in Ireland - Governance, Politics, and 
Economics" on 11th November 2014 at 
Tullamore Court Hotel, Tullamore, Co. 
Offaly, Ireland. This conference provides a 
unique forum for the participants to share 
policy developments, research results, and 
practical solutions to engineering hydrology 
issues. For more information please 
access http://iahs.info/uploads/Irish%20
hydrology/ Call%20for%20Papers%20
-%20Irish%20National%20Hydrology%20
Conference%202014-new.pdf .

IRNCID (Iran)

Contact details of newly elected ICID 
President Dr. Saeed Nairizi are:

Managing Director
Toos-AB Consulting Engineers Co.
P.O. Box: 91775-1569, Mashhad – Iran
Direct Tel: +98-51-37684600, 
(Office) +98- 51-3 7684091-6 
Direct Fax: +98-51-37644326, 
(Office) +98- 51-37688868 
E-mail:s.nairizi@toossab.net

MALCID (Malawi)

The host University of Malawi will organize 
its 15thWaterNet/WARFSA/GWA-SA 
Symposium from 29 to 31 October 2014 at 
Sogecoa Golden Peacock Hotel, Lilongwe, 
Malawi. The main theme of the symposium 
is “IWRM for harnessing socio-economic 
development in Eastern and Southern 
Africa” and has six sub-themes i.e. (a) 
Hydrology, (b) Water and Environment, (c) 
Water and Land, (d) Water and Society, 
(e) Water Supply & Sanitation, and (f) 
Water Resources Management. For more 
information you may like to access http://
www.poly.ac.mw/water_net_symposium.
pdf.

MANCID (Malaysia)

The Malaysian Water Partnership (MyWP) 
in collaboration with the Department of 
Irrigation and Drainage Malaysia (DID) 
will be organizing the “Stakeholder Forum 
for Incorporating Climate Resilience in the 
National Water Resources Policy Action 
Plans” on the 27-28 October 2014 at 
Pullman Putrajaya Lakeside, Putrajaya, 
Malaysia.

The objectives of the Forum are: (a) 
To provide a forum for Malaysian water 
stakeholders to discuss and recommend 
improvement of climate resilience 
measures in the national action plans; (b) 
To provide an opportunity for exchange 
and sharing of knowledge; (c) To enhance 
stakeholder ownership of the action plans, 
and (d) To support the development of 
specific national adaptation responses 
to promote water security and climate 
resilience.

Please contact: The Forum Secretariat, 
Mr. Shahar bin Md. Saleh (DID Malaysia) 
or Ms. Athirah Lim (MyWP). The contact 
details of Mr. Shahar and Ms Athirah are: 
+60134570547, E-mail:shahar_ms@water.
gov.my and +6019-629 2301, E-mail: 
athirahlim@gmail.com and Website: http://
www.mywp.org.my/tag/forum/
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Forthcoming Events
ICID Events

66th IEC and 26th European Regional 
Conference, 11-16 October 2015, 
Montpellier, France. Contact: Secrétaire 
Général, Association Française pour 
l'Etude des Irrigations et du Drainage 
(AFEID), 361 rue Jean-François Breton, 
BP 5095, F - 34196 – MONTPELLIER 
CEDEX 5, France. Tel: +33.4.67.04.63.16, 
E-mail: icid2015@irstea.fr, Website: http://
icid2015.sciencesconf.org/?lang=en

2nd World Irrigation Forum (WIF2) and 
67th IEC, 2016, Chiang Mai, Thailand. 
Contact: Dr. Somkiat Prajamwong, 
Secretary General of THAICID, (Director 
of Project Management, Royal Irrigation 
Department), Thai National Committee on 
Irrigation and Drainage (THAICID), 811 
Samsen Road, Thanon-NakornchaiSriDusit 
Bangkok 10300, Thailand. Tel: +662 
243 7883; Fax: +662 243 7883; E-mail: 
thaicid@hotmail.com; Website: http://www.
rid.go.th/Thaicid/

Other Events

1st  Regional  Conference on 
“Governance & Financing for the 
Mediterranean Water Sector”, 28-30 
October 2014 at Athens, Greece. All 
information is available at http://http://www.
gwp.org/fr/gwp-in-action/Events/The-First-

Regional-Conference-of-the-Governance-
and-Financing-for-the-Mediterranean-
Water-Sector/

2014 Global Water for Food Conference – 
Theme: ‘Harnessing the Data Revolution: 
Ensuring Water and Food Security in 
a Digital World, 19-22 October 2014 at 
Seattle, Washington, USA. All information 
is available at http://waterforfood.nebraska.
edu/blog/2013/12/06/5397/

The Agriculture and Environment 
Training Centre (AETC) Programme, 29 
October –11 November 2014 at Galilee 
International Management Institute 
(GIM), Israel. All information is available 
at www.galilcol.ac.il

National Workshop on “Climate Change 
and Water: Improving Water Use 
Efficiency”,, organized by WALAMTARI 
and IWMI on 13-14 November 2014 
at WALAMTARI, Hyderabad, India. 
Please contact: Water and Land 
Management Training and Research 
Institute (WALAMTARI), Himayathsagar, 
Rajendranagar, Hyderabad, India (E-mail : 
dg.walamtari@gmail.com), Website : www.
tswalamtari.org

2nd Mediterranean Water Forum, 25 
-27 November 2014, Murcia, Spain. 
All information is available at http://www.
ime-eau.org/en/

NETHCID (The Netherlands)

An International Symposium on “Droughts 
and Low Flows, including Groundwater” 
will be held on 24th October 2014 at 
Maastricht, The Netherlands, organized by 
Netherlands Hydrological Society, German 
Hydrological Society, Belgium National IHP 
National Committee, Deltares, German 
National Committee IHP-HWRP, German 
Federal Institute of Hydrology and World 
Meteorological Organization and other 
International Partners. Please access http://
www.nhv.nu/symposia for more information 
about the Symposium. 

THACID (Thailand)

THA 2015 International Conference 
on “Climate Change and Water & 
Environmental Management in Monsoon 
Asia” will be held from 28 to 30 January 
2015 at Bangkok, Thailand. The main 
objective of the Conference is to provide 

a platform for researchers, scientists, 
practitioners, and policy makers to share 
and present new advances, research 
findings, perspectives, and experiences in 
Disaster Irrigation and Water Management. 
The conference will bring together leading 
researchers, engineers, scientists, and 
officials in the domain of interest from 
around the world. The Topics of the 
Conference are: (a) Climate Change and 
Uncertainty in Hydrology and Meteorology, 
(b) Participatory Management for Water 
and Irrigation Project, (c) Emerging 
Technologies in Water Management and 
Environment, (d) Water Related Disaster 
Management, and (e) Parallel session of 
planning for Water related Disaster Project 
under Climate Change.

Please contact: SucharitKoontanakulvong 
(Faculty of Engineering, Chulalongkorn 
University), Email: Sucharit.k@chula.ac.th, 
Tel: (+66) 81 646 9750 and website: http://
www.tha2015.org/Home_list.asp

3rd Arab Water Week 2015 titled 
“Innovations and Sustainable Solutions 
for the Water Sector in the Arab 
Region, 11-15 January 2015 at Dead 
Sea, Jordan. All information is available 
at http://www.iwrm-master.info/2014/08/18/
arab-water-week/

7th World Water Forum, 12-17 April 
2015 at Daegu-Gyeongbuk, South 
Korea. All information is available at http://
worldwaterforum7.org/en

8th International Conference on 
River Basin Management including 
all aspects of Hydrology, Ecology, 
Environmental Management, Flood 
Plains and Wetlands, 17-19 June 2015, 
A Coruna, Spain. All information is 
available at http://www.wessex.ac.uk/15-
conferences/river-basinmanagement-2015.
html

Africa 2015 – Water Storage and 
Hydropower Development for Africa, 
10-12 March 2015 at Palais des Congrés 
de la Palmeraie, Marrakesh, Morocco. 
All Information is available at http://www.
hydropower-dams.com/AFRICA-2015.
php?c_id=89

m


