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Managing Water for Sustainable Agriculture
From Secretary General's Desk...
Dear Colleagues,
Lima, the venue for the
20th Conference of the
Parties (COP) under the
UNFCCC (The Climate
Change Conference)
scheduled in the first
half of December 2014
presents a crucial
opportunity for the nations to work towards
reaching a climate agreement in 2015 as the
Kyoto Protocol approaches its closing stages.
This is expected to prepare the grounds for
the 21st COP in Paris, scheduled for December
2015 to mark a decisive stage in negotiations
on the future international agreement for
a post-2020 regime. All expectations for a
bright future rest on the world leaders to
adopt the major outlines of a new regime.
By the end of the 21st COP, for the first time
in over 20 years of UN negotiations, all the
nations of the world, including the biggest
emitters of greenhouse gases, are expected
to be bound by a universal agreement on
climate. Subsequent COP meetings will work
on finalizing its details for the agreement to
come into effect in 2020, the end of the second
commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol.
Water, and in particular use of water in
agriculture is expected to play a crucial role
not only under Adaptation plank of the new
regime, but also the mitigation efforts. ICID,
working with its partners is contributing in
this global effort. This News UPDATE issue
presents some of these efforts.
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‘Climate Change and Water: Improving
Water Use Efficiency’; ‘Adaptation to Climate
Change in the Transboundary Context’;
‘Lessons Learnt in Strategy Implementation
on Climate Change Adaptation (CCA) in
Water Sector’; or ‘Sustainable Water and
Environmental Management in Monsoon
Asia’, all of these workshops, seminars and
conferences held in different parts of the
world are efforts in that direction.
With a view to introduce the newly elected Vice
Presidents to the functioning of the Central
Office and how it can serve them in fulfilling
their responsibilities as Vice Presidents, the
newly elected VPs are invited to visit the
Central Office for close interactions. This year,
VP Dr Bong Hun Lee and VP Dr Mohammad
Wahba were able to visit Central Office early
this month. VP Dr Ding Kunlun will be visiting
CO soon. The visits were useful in breaking
the ice and giving the VPs an opportunity
to hit the road running.
President Dr Saeed Nairizi took the
opportunity of attendance at the 53rd meeting
of Board of Governors of WWC in Marseilles
to interact with various international partners.
He also embarked upon his efforts to interact
with various National Committees and visited
Russian National Committee and met the
Minister of Agriculture of Russian Federation.
The minutes of various workbody meetings
during the 65th IEC in Gwangju have now
been sent to various chairs. Later this month
all the Draft minutes will be compiled and
the Draft Minutes of 65th IEC will be sent to
the National Committees for their comments.
Some of the WG chairs have already started

followup actions on the basis of these draft
minutes. Soon Central Office will be seeking
the proposals from various WG chairs for a
mid-session virtual meeting of the various
working groups through video-conference.
Call for nominations for WatSave awards
was issued with the last issue of news
UPDATE with the last date of receiving the
nominations at CO fixed as 15 June 2015.
However, the National Committees may
seek the proposals to reach the NCs one
or two months in advance of this last date
so that NCs have sufficient time to screen
them by establishing a Screening Committee
as required under decision taken by IEC in
its 65th IEC.
I end this communications by extending
heartiest congratulations to Dr. Ir. Basuki
Hadimoeljono for being bestowed the
responsibility to serve as Minister of Public
Works and Public Housing, Ministry of Public
Works by the new President of Indonesia Dr.
Joko Widodo. ICID fraternity is happy to

note that now Vice President Basuki has
better opportunties of influencing global
water policy.

Please keep providing feedback to CO to
enable us to serve you better.
Best regards,

Avinash C. Tyagi
Secretary General

WatSave Awards 2015 – Call for Nominations
Nominations are invited for the ‘WatSave
Awards 2015’ from individuals/team through
National Committees/ Committee latest by
15 June 2015. The WatSave Awards are
given in four categories: (i) Technology; (ii)
Innovative Water Management; (iii) Young
Professional; and (iv) Farmers.
The idea of routing the nominations
through the NC is to receive only one
nomination per category per country after
an initial scanning of the nominations for
a sequential ordering based on merit and
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recommending only one. ICID member
country can also support one nomination
from a non-member country but every
country should present only one candidate
per category.
The award(s) is/are presented to an
individual or a team for Outstanding
Contribution to water conservation / water
saving for increasing the beneficial and/
or efficient use of water to develop and
improve the sustainable use of the critical
resource.
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National Committee can nominate newly
developed works of previous WatSave
Award winners provided it is for a different
innovation, as the purpose of the award
is to identify successful water saving
technologies and management techniques
in practice among the ICID family and
disseminate them across the world. The
nomination could come on behalf of an
individual or a team of named individuals,
but not from an organization itself. An entry
or innovation once rejected for the WatSave
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award by ICID should not be re-nominated,
even under a different category.
In order for the Jury to adjudicate the
awards, which are highly dependent on the
actual application of the technology in the
field, the nominating National Committee/
Committee has to play a crucial role
since members of the Jury will often not
have detailed first-hand knowledge of the
situation in a particular country, and thus
would not be in a position to judge the
realism of individual submissions.
National Committees should undertake
initial screening of the nominations,
through a broad based National Screening

Vice Presidents Visit ICID
Central Office
Dr Bong Hun Lee (Republic of
Korea)
The newly elected ICID Vice President
Dr. Bong Hoon Lee (Korea) paid the first
ever visit to India, after becoming the Vice
President of ICID. He was accompanied
by the Korean delegation comprising
Mr. Kim Mintchul, Ms. Cho Won Jung and
Mr. Park Yonghwan. VP Dr. Bong Hoon
Lee and his team attended a Seminar
on “Reforms in Management of Public
Irrigation System”, on 30-31 October 2014
in Bangalore, India and visited the ICID
Central Office on 1st November 2014.

During the meeting between the Korean
delegation with professionals and staff,
issues such as newly formed ICID
Working Groups, development of a scoping
document for establishing a WG on
Capacity Building, Training and Education
(WG-CBTE), initiative on distance learning
through e-courses and webinars, promotion
of Remote Sensing Technology in the
developing countries, particularly African
countries etc. were discussed. The two
side explored the possibilities of KCID
further supporting the activities of ICID
such as e-learning and capacity building
through training, particularly addressing
the needs of developing countries of Asia
and Africa.
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Committee for WatSave Awards against
the criterion laid down in this Scheme,
and in the process recommending them,
authenticating the research, the application
cited in the nominated work and ensure
that the nomination is for the original work
carried out by the authors.
The awards will be presented at the 66th
International Executive Council (IEC)
meeting scheduled to be held during
October 2015 at Montpellier, France.
The last date for receipt of the entries
from the National Committees along with
a completed ‘Nomination Form’ etc. to
the ICID Central Office, New Delhi is 15
June 2015.

The nominations sent directly to the ICID
Central Office cannot be entertained. The
selection of the winners from amongst the
nominations received will be made by an
International Panel of Judges. National
Committees are urged to give wide publicity
to these awards in their country among
persons actively engaged in water savings/
conservation practices, particularly farming
communities.
For more information, please visit <http://
www.icid.org/awards_ws.html>

n

SG, while explaining the administrative
and financial functioning of ICID informed
the VP about the constitutional obligations
of the Presidents. SG presented two CDROM i.e. ICID@60 and a CD-ROM on
summary report of 1st WIF held in Turkey,
2013 along with two plaques of Heritage
Irrigation Structures (HIS) prepared by
Central Office to the delegation. They
appreciated the dedicated services of the
Central Office staff.

also discussed the potential action areas
such as Capacity Building; E-learning
in Irrigation and Drainage and On-Farm
Irrigation Systems. VP Dr Wahba was
also informed of the forthcoming workshop/
side event being organized by ICID at the
3rd Arab Water Forum. The possibility
of setting up a North African Regional
Association of Irrigation and developing a
Capacity Building Strategy for the region
were also discussed.

Dr. Mohamed Wahba (Egypt)

Er A B Pandya (India)

The newly elected ICID Vice President
Dr. Mohamed Abd-El-Moneim Shehata
Wahba (Egypt), Deputy Chairman of
Egyptian Shore Protection Authority –
Ministry of Water Resources and Irrigation
Agricultural Drainage & Water Management
Expert and Secretary General of the
Egyptian National Committee on Irrigation

ICID Vice President Er. A.B. Pandya (India),
Chairman of the Indian National Committee
on Surface Water (INCSW) and Central
Water Commission (CWC), Ministry of
Water Resources, Government of India
(GoI) visited the ICID Central Office on
20th October 2014. ICID Secretary General
Er. Avinash C. Tyagi, Mr. M.L. Baweja,
Consultant and Mr. Madhu Mohanan,
Programme Officer welcomed VP Er.
Pandya. The progress on the e-learning
activity was reviewed and the proposal for
organizing the first India Irrigation Forum
on the lines of World Irrigation Forum
were explored.

Congratulation to
Dr. Ir. Basuki Hadimoeljono
and Drainage (ENCID) paid the first ever
visit to ICID Central Office on 6 November
2014, after becoming the Vice President
of ICID. Er. Avinash C. Tyagi, Secretary
General, Dr. Vijay K. Labhsetwar, Director
and Mr. Madhu Mohanan, Programme
Officer of ICID welcomed Dr. Wabha.
They discussed various topics i.e. Role of
Vice Presidents of ICID – (i) Co-Theme
Leader of Strategy Theme – Basin and (ii)
National Committee Allocation – Region
Africa. Dr. Wabha made his presentation
on ‘ENCID activities’ with the ICID. They

ICID News Update

Vice President Dr. Ir.
Basuki Hadimoeljono
(Indonesia), of ICID has
been appointed as Minister
of Public Works and Public
Housing in the Ministry of
Republic of Indonesia. ICID fraternity
heartiest congratulates to Vice President
Dr. Basuki for this distinguished position.

n
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President Dr. Saeed Nairizi
at 53rd BoG of WWC
The World Water Council (WWC) held its
53rd Board of Governors (BoG) meeting on
27-28 October 2014 at Marseille, France.
Dr. Saeed Nairizi (Iran), newly elected
President of ICID as Governor and Er.
Avinash C. Tyagi, Secretary General of ICID,
as Alternate Governor, represented ICID.

The WWC President Prof. Benedito Braga
welcomed the participants and emphasized
in his opening address the importance of
continuing to involve Council members in
the implementation of its strategy in an open
and transparent way. The ICID proposal for
recognition to the Water Heritage Systems
was accepted by the Council and a Task
Team was constituted to further develop the
program with its financial and institutional
components. The members of the WWC
attended the interactive session on 28th
October 2014. The interactive session
was organized around three roundtables
dedicated to water in the SDGs; 7th
World Water Forum, Climate Change in
view of CoP21 in Paris, and the post2015 development agenda. A Special
Session provided an excellent opportunity
for the members to interact and brought
their viewpoints and contributions to the
advancement of the Council’s strategy.
Secretary General also attended the meeting
of the Regional Process Commission for
the WWF7 as a member.

Sustainable Water and Environmental Management in
Monsoon Asia
An International Conference on the theme
‘Sustainable Water and Environmental
Management in Monsoon Asia’ was held
on 30-31 October 2014 at Kaohsiung,
Taiwan, organized by the International
Society of Paddy and Water Environment
Engineers (PAWEES). The conference
was focused on food, water and energy
in response to monsoon dynamics. Five
topics were discussed in the conference viz.
(i) Sustainable water use and ecologically
sustainable development; (ii) Development
of rural society with water in Asia; (iii)
Establishment of sustainable paddy farming;
(iv) Integrated watershed management;
and (v) Droughts and flood disaster risk
management.
More than 250 researchers, engineers and
scientists from 16 countries in the regions
of Asia, Africa, Europe and USA attended
the Conference. About 141 articles were
received during the conference and 17
oral sessions (13 general sessions for
global experts, and four sessions for young
scholars) were held. President Wei-Fuu
Yang (PAWEES & Taiwan Agricultural
Engineers Society; Director General of
Water Resources Agency, Taiwan) and
Professor Fi-John Chang (National Taiwan
University) delivered their speeches during
the conference.
Prof. Ching-Chang Chang (Taiwan), Director
of Council of Agriculture; Prof. Yohei Sato
(Japan), Hon. President of PAWEES
and Prof. Seong-Joon Kim (Korea), Vice
President of Korean Society of Agricultural
Engineers made Opening Remarks. While
Prof. Edwin E. Herricks from University
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and Vice
President Hon. Prof. Tai-Cheol Kim (Korea)

Water and Energy
Interactions

speakers exchanged views on “integrating water
and energy challenges in Policies and Actions;
innovating in a climate change context”.

An International Conference on ‘Water and
Energy Interactions: Strategic Challenges
to Territorial Development’ was held during
29-31 October 2014 at Lyon, France. More
than 330 participants, from around the world,
attended the conference. Mr. Yonghoon Davit
Kim, Co-chair of the National Committee of the
7th World Water Forum (WWF7) delivered a
keynote speech during the Plenary Session on
29th October 2014. On 30th October 2014,
Mr. Laurence Tubiana, Special Representative
of the French Minister of Foreign Affairs for
the COP21 conference and Ambassador for
negotiations on climate change participated
during the Plenary Session.

Four workshops were held in parallel, of
which “Workshop D1: Mutual collaborations
in hydropower by innovative approach” was
worked out by VPH Shinsuke Ota, Member of
Japanese National Committee of ICID (JNCIDICID), Chair of ICID’s TF-WWF7. As a member
of Science Committee of the Conference, VPH
Ota proposed and designed this workshop to
get ICID together with other sectors involved
in the discussion.

On the first day round-table, five speakers,
including Prof. Benedito Braga, President
of World Water Council(WWC) discussed
“Sharing the resource and optimizing uses;
consequences for regions in a climate change
context”, while on the second day another five
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Mr. Ota made a keynote presentation for
better collaboration between water and energy.
Answers to the three key questions, he prepared
for the workshop were introduced, and the
responses in the form of concern of each level
of player from the viewpoints of agriculture-water
and agriculture-energy nexus were analyzed.
He also introduced practical solutions to lead
the water-energy collaboration to success. One
of the proposals was to allow agricultural sector
to use water for hydropower in case of drought.

ICID News Update

presented keynote speeches during the
Opening Ceremony.
Prof. Tsugihiro Wantanabe (Japan),
President of Japanese Society of Irrigation,
Drainage and Rural Engineering, Prof. Budi
Indra Setiawan from Bogor Agricultural
University (Indonesia) and Dr. Sylvain Ouillon
from IRD, UMR LEGOS, University Toulouse;
University Science and Technology, Hanoi,
Vietnam were the keynote speakers
during the conference. In addition, 91 oral
presentations and 50 posters shared ideas
with the research findings, perspectives and
experiences during the conference.
Eight awardees were congratulated for
their outstanding achievements in the
International, Paper and Reviewer’s
categories during the Award Ceremony.
Professor Masaru Mizoguchi, Editor-in-Chief
of the Paddy and Water Environment (PWE)
presented the remarkable achievements of
PWE. Professor Yutaka Matsuno, Secretary
General of PAWEES and Prof. Fi-John
Chang, introduced the management and the
international cooperation of PAWEES, which
included international collaboration projects,
the 7th World Water Forum with partners
such as ICID. All participants appreciated
the PAWEES 2014 Conference for their
great contribution.

n
The detail of this viewpoint was followed up
by another panelist, Mr. Ryosuke Kikuchi, who
was invited by VPH Ota to join the workshop
representing flood management sector.
Other presenters/panelists were from WWC,
FAO, Global Water Partnership (GWP),
International Water Association (IWA), and
International Union for the Conservation of
Water (IUCN), and Dr. Jian-hua Meng of World
Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) led the discussion
on mutual collaboration for the future based
on the diversified backgrounds.
Dr. Jippe Hoogeveen participated in the
workshop D1 from FAO. Dr. Hoogeveen
and VPH Ota exchanged views on WWF-7,
especially possibility of organizing Special
Session on the water-energy-food nexus
between 2.1 Water for food and 2.2 Water for
energy. They recognized this kind of dialogues
benefit each other and are worth continuing in
various international events, of which WWF7
is the most valuable.

n
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Golden Autumn - 2014
The newly elected President Dr Saeed
Nairizi attended the agricultural exhibition
titled "Golden Autumn - 2014" held during
8-11 October 2014 at Moscow, Russia.
Together with the beginning of the XVI
Russian agro-industrial exhibition "Golden
Autumn" the event was dedicated to
the discussion on issues related to the
development of the national reclamation
complex and launching of an Exhibition on
the achievements of the National Economy.

23 countries had shown the commitment
of international cooperation in technology
transfer and knowledge dissemination.
Some of the issues discussed are
cooperation, exchange of experience in
the field of water and land resources
management, as well as measures on
soil fertility improvement and food security.
During the first open Eurasian Forum
“Reclamation: Efficient technologies and
investments”, issues related to current
state and prospects of development as
well as investment, attractiveness, and
modernization of the reclamation complex
of the Russian Federation will be discussed
on priority. More emphasis will be on the
strengthening of cooperation in the field
of irrigation and drainage between the
countries of the Eurasian Economic Union
and the Commonwealth of Independent
States.

H.E. Nikolai Fyodorov, Hon’ble Minister of
Agriculture of the Russian Federation held
a meeting with Dr. Saeed Nairizi, President
of the International Commission on Irrigation
and Drainage (ICID). During the meeting
H.E. Nikolai Fyodorov highlighted that this
meeting was symbolic in the sense that it
was held in the year of the 60th Anniversary
of the membership of the National
Committee of the Russian Federation on
Irrigation and Drainage (RuCID). He also,
emphasized and highlighted the importance
of ICID membership in bringing together
world-class scientists and practitioners in
the field of agriculture and land reclamation.
The 12th International Drainage Workshop
(IDW) was held on 23-26 June 2014 at
St. Petersburg (Pushkin), Russia, with the
participation of international experts from

At the end of the working meeting the head
of the Russian Ministry of Agriculture and the
President of the International Commission
on Irrigation and Drainage (ICID) signed
a bilateral Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU). The MoU covers cooperation in the
field of agricultural land reclamation, facilitate
in designing and implementation of state
programs of land reclamation, rehabilitation
and construction of new hydraulic structures,
environmental aspects, water saving in
agriculture and safe use of waste water.
Under the framework of MoU, Russia
will support the proposal to develop and
implement in its territory a pilot project for
the construction of irrigation (in the South)
and drainage (in the North-Western part)
reclamation projects based on the latest
technical solutions and taking into account
the climatic conditions.

Information emerging from
ICID Workbody meetings

New members of ICID
Workbodies / Task Forces

The pre-Council meetings of the ICID
Workbodies were successfully held during
22nd ICID Congress and 65th IEC meeting
at Gwangju, Republic of Korea and key
information emerging from the meetings
is enumerated below:

PCTA: Ms. Aysen Pervin GÜNGÖR
(Turkey); Mr. Chaiwat Prechawit (Thailand);
and Mr. Mehrzad Ehsani (Iran); PCSO : Dr.
Mohamed Abd-El-Moneim Wahba (Egypt),
Dr. Ding Kunlun (China) and Mr. Bong Hoon
Lee (Korea); PFC: Mr Naoki Hayashida
(Japan); Mrs. Irene Bondarik (Russia); and
Engr Husnain Ahmad (Pakistan); AFRWG:
Engr. Joseph Kwanashie (Nigeria) and
Mr. Antonio Linoli (Italy); ERWG: Mr. Ian
Makin (UK); ASRWG: Mr. Naoki Hayashida
(Japan) and Dr. Rajinder Kumar Gupta
– Direct Member (India); WG-IDSST: Dr.
Alexander Soloviev (Russia); Dr. Rajinder
Kumar Gupta – Direct Member, India and
Engr. Peter Y. Manjuk (Nigeria); WG-YPF:
Mr. Nam Joo Heo (Korea) and Engr.
Muhammad Ejaz Tanveer (Pakistan); WGCAFM : Dr. (Ms.) Rozalija Cvejic (Slovenia);
WG-CLIMATE : Engr. Riaz Ahmad Khan
(Pakistan) and Dr. Tian Fuqiang (China);
WG-CROP: Dr. Marco Arcieri (Italy);

New Chairs
•
•
•
•

VP Dr. Hüseyin GŰNDOĞDU (Turkey) –
PCSO
VP Laurie Tollefson (Canada) – PFC
Dr. Luis Rendón Pimentel (Mexico) –
C-CONGR
Prof. Tsugihiro Watanabe (Japan) – WGCLIMATE

Vice-Chairman
Prof. Ray Shyan Wu (Chinese Taipei) –
WG-CLIMATE

Secretary
Dr. Fuqiang Tian (China) – WG-CLIMATE
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WG-HIST: Prof. Jaekyoung Noh (Korea);
Dr. Chih-Hung Tan (Chinese Taipei); Mr.
Chaiwat Prechawit (Thailand); and Engr.
Sirika A.A. (Nigeria); TF-VE : Mr. Suman
Sijapati (Nepal) and Dr. Toshihiko Kuno
(Japan); C-PR&P: Mr. C.P. Arora – Direct
Member (India); EB-JOUR : Prof. Waldo
Ojeda-Bustamante (Mexico) as Associate
Editor; Prof. Kendall C. DeJonge (USA) as
Associate Editor; Prof. Saleh Taghvaejan
(USA) as Associate Editor; and Ir. Simon
Howarth (UK); WG-IOA: Dr. M. Satoh
(Japan); WG-M&R : Dr. Dong Bin (China);
Mr. Vyacheslav Rozhon (Ukraine); Mr.
Mehrzad Ehsani (Iran); and Mr. Jonathan
Denison (South Africa); and WG-SDG:
Prof. (Ms.) Kyung-Sook Choi (Korea) and
Dr. Hajime Tanji (Japan).

Lessons Learnt in Strategy
Implementation on Climate
Change Adaptation in
Water Sector
The South Asia Regional Workshop on
‘Lessons Learnt in Strategy Implementation
on Climate Change Adaptation (CCA)
in Water Sector’, was co-hosted and
convened by South Asia Co-operative
Environment Programme (SACEP), Global
Water Partnership South Africa (GWP SAS)
and in technical collaboration with UNDP
on 9-10 September 2014 at Colombo,
Sri Lanka.
About 30 participants, including
representatives from Ministries of
Environment, Water Resources and
Climate Change, SACEP, GWPO, GWP,
Sri Lanka Water Partnership as well as
policy-makers and practitioners of seven
countries of South Asian Region, provided
a platform to share and learn from each
other on Strategy Implementation on
Climate Change Adaptation in Water Sector
attended the workshop.
The objectives of the workshop were to
share experiences and assist governments
in developing strategies for adaptation to
climate change in the water sector; assess
the information needs in the region to define
such adaptation strategies; and especially
to address the benefits of and mechanisms
for transboundary cooperation in climate
adaptation activities and to generate
understanding of the NAPs process and
how this could be potentially connected
to developing strategies for adaptation to
climate change in the water sector.
For more information please access <http://
www.gwp.org/en/gwp-south-asia/GWPSAS-IN-ACTION/ News-and-Activities/
South-Asia-Regional-Workshop-onlessons-learnt-in-Strategy-Implementationon-Climate-Change-Adaptation-in-WaterSector1/>
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Reforms in Management of Public Irrigation System
Central Water Commission (CWC), the
Indian National Committee on Irrigation
and Drainage organized a Seminar
on “Reforms in Management of Public
Irrigation System”, on 30-31 October
2014 at Hotel Royal Orchid, Bangalore,
India. The Seminar was jointly organized
with Central Board of Irrigation & Power
(CBIP) and sponsored by International
Commission on Irrigation and Drainage
(ICID), Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations (FAO), International
Water Management Institute (IWMI) and
Maharashtra Water Regulatory Authority
(MWRA). The Seminar was attended by
the Korean delegation that accompanied
VP Dr Bong Hun Lee. Secretary General
Er. Avinash C. Tyagi, and Dr. Vijay K.
Labhsetwar, Director, ICID Central Office
also attended the seminar.
The main objective of the seminar was
to encourage engineers, economists,
professionals and administrators involved
in the water and agriculture sector to
share their experiences and enhance
their knowledge by way of participation

in session on the various topics of the
Seminar. It helped to spreading awareness
of the inter-sectoral linkages of water, food
and energy and gave impetus to reforms
in the irrigation sector. The Seminar was
organized in the following four sub-topics:
(1) Reforms in Indian Irrigation System;
(2) Participatory Irrigation Management
with focus on Issues and Challenges for
Improving the Water Use Efficiency; (3)
Modernization of Irrigation System; and (4)
Operation and Maintenance of Irrigation
System.

through Reforms in Agriculture Development
in South Korea’ bringing out the various
stages of reforms that South Korea has
undergone in the process of becoming an
aid recipient to an OECD country now keen
on helping other developing countries in
their efforts to bring prosperity. Secretary
General Er. Tyagi made his presentation
on ‘Reforms in management of Public
Irrigation System’ during the Plenary
Session of the Seminar. Secretary General
Honoraire Er M Gopalakrishnan presented
a comprehensive view of the “Progressive
Technologies in Irrigated Agriculture”
which are being promoted by ICID over
six decades. In the Technical Session
I: Reforms in Indian Irrigation System;
Vice President Er. A.B. Pandya made a
presentation on ‘Irrigation management
governance for sustainable irrigation and
water re-use’; ‘Two decades of participatory
irrigation management in Maharashtra’
made by Dr. Suresh A. Kulkarni, Secretary,
MWRA and Ex-Executive Secretary of ICID.

Vice President Dr. Bong Hoon Lee made a
presentation on ‘From Poverty to Prosperity

n

Climate Change and Water: Improving Water Use Efficiency
Vice President Er A.B.Pandya and the
Chairman of Indian National Committee on
Irrigation and Drainage and Er. Avinash C.
Tyagi, Secretary General of ICID attended
a two-day National Workshop on ‘Climate
Change and Water: Improving Water Use
Efficiency’ organized by Water and Land
Management Training and Research
Institute (WALAMTARI) and International
Water Management Institute (IWMI) on
13-14 November 2014 at WALAMTARI,
Hyderabad, India.

The main objective of the workshop was to
address critical water and climate change
challenges in India and overall review of
the ClimaAadapt program being supported
by BioForsk, the Norwegian Institute of
Agriculture and Environmental Research
through sharing experiences and solutions
at farm, cluster and sub-basin levels, and
thereby supporting the national and state
level frameworks for improving water use
efficiency and climate resilience.

The thematic areas of the workshop were
covered : (i) Climate scenarios for India
and main challenges; (ii) Improving Water
Use Efficiency – Climate Smart Agriculture;
(iii) Groundwater use and Climate Change;
(iv) Canal Automation – Demand based
supply; (v) Gender and Capacity Building;
(vi) Upscaling Technologies – Challenges
and (vii) States’ Initiatives for efficient water
management – policy and institutional
frameworks.

Floods in a Changing Environment
The 6th International Conference on
Floods Management (ICFM6) was
hosted by the Brazilian National Water
Resources Association (ABRH) during 1618 September 2014 at Sao Paulo, Brazil.
The main theme of the Conference was
‘Floods in a Changing Environment’. The
Conference provided a unique opportunity
to learn of the flood risk challenges faced
by Brazil.
More than 230 participants from 30
countries attended the conference.
The Associated Programme on Flood
Management (APFM), in cooperation with

its partners, presented three papers viz., (i)
‘Integrated Coastal Flood Risk Management
as a Means to Build Resilient Communities’,
a case study from Vietnam, introduced
in a poster session by Prof. Huynh Thi
Lan Huong, Deputy Director General
of the Vietnam Institute of Meteorology,
Hydrology and Climate Change (IMHEN);
(ii) ‘PEARL - Preparing for Extreme And
Rare events in coastal regions’, illustrated
during the same session by Mr. Giacomo
Teruggi, member of the APFM TSU; and
(iii) ‘Needs for Adaptation of Urban Flood
Management under Climate Change’, by
Dr. John Labadie, APFM consultant.

At the end of the meeting, the participants
issued a draft declaration recommending
a ‘living with floods’ approach that would
provide information through early warning
systems, risk mapping, vulnerability indices,
and vulnerability atlases; build large-scale
defenses, such as embankments and
retention structures; and pay increased
attention on land-use planning, insurance
and emergency response in the context of
flood risk. Statement of the 6th International
Conference on Flood Management is
available on <http://www.abrh.org.br/icfm6/
Declaration_DRAFT_18SEP2014.pdf>

n
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News from ICID National Committees
ENCID (Egypt)
The 18th International Water Technology
Conference will be held on 12-14
March 2015 at Sharm El Sheikh, Egypt
and organized by International Water
Technology Association (IWTA) in
cooperation with Mansoura University,
Water Research Center, Egypt, Ministry
of Water Resources and Irrigation. The
Conference will cover the topics : (a) Water
Resources Planning and Management;
(b) Groundwater Flow; (c) Hydraulics and
Hydraulic Structures; (d) Water Treatment
Technology; and (e) Agricultural Issues.
Please visit to Conference website: http://
iwtc.info for more information.

MANCID (Malaysia)
New postal address of Ms. Hayati binti
Zainal, Member of the ICID’s Working
Group on Young Irrigation Professionals
Forum (WG-YPF) is –
Ms. Hayati binti Zainal
Senior Assistant Director
Corporate Division, Department of
Irrigation and Drainage
Jabatan Pengairan dan Saliran, Jalan
Sultan Salahuddin
50626 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
Tel: 03-2615 1765; 012-6982982; Fax:
03-2698 5310
Email: yati@water.gov.my;
hayatizainal@yahoo.com

SLNICID (Sri Lanka)
Eng. Janaki Meegastenna (Sri Lanka) is
the Secretary of the Sri Lanka National
Committee of ICID (SLNICID) and Director

of Irrigation (Water Management). The
contact coordinates of Eng. Meegastenna
are:
Eng Janaki Meegastenna
Secretary, Sri Lanka National Committee,
ICID (SLNICID)
Director of Irrigation (WM)
Irrigation Department
230, Bauddhaloka Mawatha
P.O. Box 1138
Colombo 07, Sri Lanka
Tel: + 94-11-2588128; Fax: + 94-718278482,
E-mail: janakiemee@hotmail.com

USCID (USA)
ICID fraternity extends its warm welcome
to Dr. Bryan P. Thoreson and Mr. Brian T.
Wahlin from USA, who have assumed the
charge of new President and Secretary of
the U.S. National Committee on Irrigation
and Drainage (USCID). Their contact
coordinates are:
Dr. Bryan P. Thoreson
President, U.S. National Committee on
Irrigation and Drainage (USCID)
Davids Engineering, Inc.,
Davis, CA, USA
Tel: 530-757-6107, x14
Fax: 530-757-6118
E-mail: bryan@davidsengineering.com
Mr. Brian T. Wahlin
Secretary, U.S. National Committee on
Irrigation and Drainage (USCID)
WEST Consultants, Inc.,
Tempe, AZ, USA
Tel: 480-345-2155, Fax: 480-345-2156
E-mail: bwahlin@westconsultants

Together Towards a Secure Arab Water Future
The Third Arab Water Forum (AWF3) will be
organized by the Arab Water Council (AWC)
during 9-11 December 2014 at Cairo, Egypt.
The main theme is ‘Together Towards a
Secure Arab Water Future’ and sub-themes
of the Forum are : (1) Integrated Water
Resources Management: Achievements and
Constraints; (2) Arab Countries Actions for
Sustainable Development of Water Resources
and Water Services; and (3) Arab Integration
for Food Security under Water Scarcity.
On behalf of ICID, the Secretary General
Er. Avinash C. Tyagi will attend the event
as a Keynote Speaker and Panelist under
the theme ‘Water for Food’ during the
Plenary Session on 11 December 2014.
Prof. Atef Hamdy (Italy), former member of

ICID’s Working Group on Water Saving for
Agriculture (WG-WATS) and Committee on
Public Relations and Publications (C-PR&P)
will present his paper on ‘Water-Energy-Food
Security Nexus in the Arab World’ on 11
December 2014.
ICID Central Office in collaboration with the
Egyptian National Committee on Irrigation and
Drainage (ENCID) is planning to organize
a Workshop on ‘Role of Micro-Irrigation in
Ensuring Water and Food Security in the Arab
World’ as a Side Event on 9th December 2014
for the North African countries during the 3rd
World Water Forum. The main objectives of
the proposed workshop are – (a) To bring
update the status of Micro-Irrigation in the
region; (2) To have interaction with National

Committees in the region; (3) To explore
the possibilities of reactivation/initiation
of National Committees in the region; (4)
To explore the possibilities of establishing
the North African Regional Association of
Irrigation Departments; and (5) To layout
the foundation of Development Capacity
Building Strategy for Irrigation and Drainage
in the region.
Please visit to Conference website http://
www.arabwatercouncil.org/3rdAWF/ for more
information.

Adaptation to Climate
Change in the
Transboundary Context
A three-day meeting of the 2nd Mekong
Climate Change Forum entitled ‘Adaptation
to Climate Change in the Transboundary
Context’ was held during 6-8 October 2014 at
Siem Reap, Kingdom of Cambodia, organized
by the Mekong River Commission (MRC).
The main focus of the Forum was on the
status of climate change and adaptation
as well as the adaptation strategies and
action plans in the Lower Mekong Basin
(LMB). More than 180 participants, including
government officials, academics, experts as
well as representatives from international
river basin organizations, the Development
Partners, Non-governmental organizations,
civil society and the private sector attended
the meeting.
The main purpose of the Forum was to share
and exchange knowledge, experience and
progress in undertaking actions to adapt to
the changing climate among the participants.
Particular attention was given to initiatives
dealing with transboundary manifestation of
the impacts of climate change. The Forum
explored the topics in keynote speeches,
parallel and plenary sessions, which were –
(a) the state of knowledge on climate change
and its impacts as well as vulnerability of
the environment and human well-being
in the Lower Mekong Basin; (b) climate
change adaptation in the Lower Mekong
Basin: Policies, strategies and actions on the
ground; (c) transboundary adaptation needs,
approaches and challenges in the Lower
Mekong Basin; and (d) possible synergy
between the national and transboundary
adaptation strategies.
The Forum provided a platform for
stakeholders to exchange ideas on how
to connect national and transboundary
adaptation strategies, and how to ensure
effectiveness, efficiency and sustainability
of adaptation actions at both national and
transboudary levels. Please access <http://
www.mrcmekong. org/assets/Events/ForumConclusion-2nd-Mekong-Climate-ChangeForum.pdf> ‘Forum Conclusion’ of the 2nd
Mekong Climate Change.
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