INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION ON IRRIGATION AND DRAINAGE

Managing Water for Sustainable Agriculture
From Secretary General's Desk...
Dear Colleagues,
California is entering
the fourth year of a
record-breaking drought
creating an extremely
parched landscape.
A drought State of
Emergency was declared
in January 2015 by
the Government and strict conservation
measures have been imposed state wide.
Governor has convened an interagency
Drought Task Force to provide a coordinated
assessment of the State’s dry conditions
and provide recommendations on current
and future state actions. In support of
this unified effort, all state agencies with
a role in supporting drought mitigation
and relief efforts are organized under the
Incident Command System and continue to
provide emergency planning, response, and
mitigation support as long as needs exist.
Monitoring of drought situation is the
essential and necessary input to undertake
emergency planning and response to
mitigate the adverse impact of droughts.
Regionally there are a number of Drought
Monitoring Systems around the world such
as National Drought Monitor Centre, USA
and European Drought Observatory at Joint
Research Centre, Italy.
ICID has been working with IWMI and
WMO, under the Integrated Drought

http://www.icid.org

News Update

Management Program, to facilitate capacity
development within the South Asian
countries to provide a regional drought
monitoring system. The outcomes of the
2nd Climate Service Users’ Forum were
reported in the May issue of News UPDATE.
During my recent visit to UNESCO-IHE
Delft to attend the XV Session of the Board
of Governor’s meeting, I was pleasantly
surprised by one of the research projects
that addressed ‘Seasonal hydrological
drought forecasting’ coupling seasonal
meteorological forecasting with hydrological
modelling to provide information on
occurrence of dry spells, low moisture
conditions and reservoir operations.
Working with our partners, we hope to
take the South Asian drought monitoring
system to bring the capabilities within
the countries to monitoring hydrologic
drought conditions for better agriculture
water management.
Saving of water by improvement in the
irrigation performance plays a vital role in
meeting increased water demand in other
sectors. “Innovate to improve irrigation
performance” forms the central theme of
the 26th European Regional Conference
for which the preparations are well under
way. The status of preparations for the
conference along with the 66th meeting
of IEC and various workshops is provided
inside. The last date for submitting papers for
the various workshops has been extended
to 30th June 2015. Organizers have also
extended the Early Bird Registration date
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to 30th July 2015, which you may like to
take advantage.
Presently, we are in discussions with the
chairs of various workbodies for finalizing
the agenda for their meeting. I am sure
the chair of your group would be pleased
to hear from you if you would like some
issues to be included in the agenda. Please
feel free to send us your feedback. As we
approach our annual meeting, you may like
to benefit from the opportunity to have
a web-conference with members of your
working groups or clarify the points, so that
your face to face meeting in Montpellier
runs more efficiently.
I am happy to inform that Central Office
has re-strengthened its team to serve our
patrons better. I am happy to introduce Er.
H.K. Varma as our new Executive Director
who will start interacting with you.
I take this opportunty to convey my best
wishes to all our patrons on the occassion
of ICID Foundation Day. I am sure you will
be organizing the ICID Foundation Day on
24th June. If you would like to share your
events with other National Committees,
please send us a brief write up to CO.
Looking forward to receive your feedback
to let us serve you better.
Best Regards,

Avinash C. Tyagi
Secretary General

New Executive Director at ICID Central Office
Mr. Harish Kumar
Varma joined ICID
Central Office Team as
Executive Director from
June 2015.
He has more than
36 years of working
experience in various
aspects of water resources planning,
development and management while
working in Central Water Commission
(CWC); and Water and Power Consultancy

Services (India) Limited (WAPCOS); under
Ministry of Water Resources, Government
of India and Asian Development Bank
(ADB). Mr. Varma is a graduate in Civil
Engineering with post-graduation in
Hydrology from University of Roorkee (now
IIT, Roorkee), India. Main fields of activities
included operation and maintenance
of hydrological network, hydrological
analysis, flood forecasting, flood control and
drainage, water resources system modeling,
hydro-dynamic modeling including
dam break modeling, investigation and

preparation of detailed project report
for hydropower/ multipurpose projects,
administration of loan and technical
assistance for projects funded by ADB in
the field of irrigated agriculture and water
management, flood and river erosion,
coastal protection, integrated water
resources management (IWRM), climate
change, water use efficiency improvement
program etc. Mr Varma has also worked in
Ethiopia for about 14 months in different
assignments as Hydrology and System
Modelling expert.

Wishing all our Patrons Happy Anniversary
on ICID Foundation Day

KRC Delegation visits ICID Central Office
A delegation led by Dr Lee Sang-Mu,
CEO, Korean Rural Community (KRC) and
the Past President of KCID accompanied
by Vice President Dr Lee Bong Hoon and
others visited the Central Office on 23rd
May 2015. Welcoming the delegation,
Secretary General Er Avinash C. Tyagi,

thanked the President KRC for organizing
a very successful Congress in Gwangju.
Dr. Lee reiterated the commitment of KRC
to support ICID through KCID under the
leadership of Vice President Dr. Lee Bang
Hoon, who is now retired from KRC and
is a full time official to look after KCID
activities. Dr Lee Sang-Mu highlighted
the importance of broad basing the
national committees and informed that
KCID consists of various allied groups,
which strengthens the activities.
Dr Lee Sang-Mu expressed the intention
of KRC to continue to support roundtable
meetings during future ICID annual
meetings. Secretary General Avinash
Tyagi expressed his appreciation for this
new initiative taken by KRC during the
22nd ICID Congress and expressed the
usefulness of the event. He thanked KRC
for the offer and suggested that it would
be more beneficial, if these round table
could be focused on particular regions,
say separately for Asia and Africa as the
core issues are very different in nature. In
this regard it was suggested that for the
African Region the next Roundtable (or
named differently) should be convened
in parallel with the 4th African Regional
Conference 26-28, April 2016, Cairo,

Egypt. It was agreed that the roundtable
for the Asian Region would be most
appropriate during the 2nd World
Irrigation Forum, November 2016,
Chiang Mai, Thailand; and the roundtable
for Americas would be appropriate during
the 23rd ICID Congress, 8-14 October
2017, Mexico City, Mexico. During the
meeting KCID also offered to support
few young professionals from Africa and
Asia to attend the 66th IEC meeting in
Montpellier, October 2015.
A letter of Agreement (LoA) was signed
between KCID represented by President,
KCID Dr. Bong Hoon Lee and ICID
represented by Secretary General Avinash
C. Tyagi. According to this LoA KCID
will provide US$ 10,000 for upgrading
the Central Office IT network, which
includes, acquiring e-office software,
and modernization of library storage
and management systems. KCID also

required. The proposed TSU will help
the developing countries in formulating
feasibility reports for certain projects as
and when requested by the countries. Dr
Sang-mu Lee enthusiastically welcomed
the idea of the TSU and promised full
support of KRC and KCID. He promised
to dispatch an expert to be posted in
Central Office. Dr Lee also highlighted
that rural development is an integrated
part of the irrigation development hence
the topic needs to be given priority in
ICID activities.
Dr Sang-Mu lee also expressed his thanks
for facilitating a meeting between KRC
and the official delegation from Govt.
of Gujarat regarding the proposed
Kalpasar Project in Saurashtra region of
Gujarat that envisages use of innovative
approach to bring about 66,000 ha of
agriculture land under irrigation. KRC
and Government of Gujarat had entered
into a collaboration agreement on the
subject.
African-Asian Rural Development
Organization (AARDO)

contributed US$ 5,000 towards, printing
of special volume of Irrigation and
Drainage Journal entitled “Special Issue of
ICID Journal on SDTA”. SG also thanked
KCID for contributing US$ 5,000 towards
WID Trust Fund as committed by them
during the 65th IEC in Gwangju.
SG informed the delegation, the proposal
of President Dr S. Nairizi for setting up
a Technical Support Unit located in
Central Office with a panel of experts
contributing as volunteers, working
from their respective countries, whose
services could be drawn up as and when

Secretary General visited African-Asian
Rural Development Organization
(AARDO) with headquarters in New
Delhi along with the KRC/KCID
delegation. AARDO is an association
of 30 countries of Asia and Africa. KRC
is an Associate Member of (AARDO).
The main areas of activities of AARDO
are: poverty alleviation; sustainable
agriculture development; integrated
rural development; and environment
and climatic changes in the context of
rural development, among others. Dr.
Lee urged that considering the similar
objectives of both the organization, it
would be useful, if the two organizations
could work in cooperation towards
meeting the shared objectives.

v

Stockholm Water Week 2015: Water for Development
The World Water Week is hosted and
organized by the Stockholm International
Water Institute (SIWI) each year in
Stockholm since 1991. The World Water
Week will be held during 23-28 August
2015 at Stockholm, Sweden. This year is
the Silver Jubilee year for both the World
Water Week and the Stockholm Water
Prize. The theme of the World Water
Week is “Water for Development”. To
view the program and to register, please
visit www.worldwaterweek.org
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Young Professionals’ Day
On 27th August 2015, the World Water
Week will open its doors to young
professionals between 16 to 35 years
who will get free access to the Young
Professionals activities. The theme of
the Day is ‘Carrier Paths’ and the three
seminars each give inspirational and
useful insights on how to get started.
The activities of the Young Professionals’
Day are : (i) Keys for Successful Youth
Engagement in Water for Development;

(ii) Technical Innovations & New
Media: The Future of Development;
(iii) Inspire Youth to Become Water and
Development Ambassadors; (iv) Young
Professionals Mingle (23 August); (v) Idea’s
Marketplace; (v) CV Clinic; (vi) Young
Professionals Booth; and (vii) Stockholm
Junior Water Prize Award Ceremony
(25 August). A detailed information on
Young Professionals’ Day is available
at http://www.worldwaterweek.org/
programme/#Young-Professionals-Day
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Stockholm Water Prize Laureate
Mr. Rajendra Singh (India) is named
the 2015 Stockholm Water Prize
Laureate (http://www.siwi.org/prizes/
stockholmwaterprize/laureates/2015-2/)

for his innovative water restoration
efforts, improving water security in rural
India and for extraordinary determination
of his quest to improve the living
conditions in rural India. The prize

will be presented by SIWI during the
2015 World Water Week. For more
information, please visit http://www.
siwi.org/swp2015

v

DROUGHT: Research and Science-Policy Interfacing
A three-day Conference on ‘DROUGHT:
Research and Science-Policy Interfacing’
was successfully held from 10-13 March
2015 at Valencia, Spain. The conference
was attended by 135 participants from
31 different countries that covered all
the 5 continents. It included 61 oral
presentations and 36 posters. A total
of 73 of these contributions were also
compiled in a book published by CRC/
Balkema (Andreu et al., 2015). Parallel
to the conference the 4th Pan-European
Drought Dialogue Forum was also
held in Valencia, Spain. The aim of
the conference was to discuss drought
related research and the advances on
response policies in order to foster the
development of Drought Policies and
Plans to reduce risk and vulnerability, and
to enhance preparedness and resiliency.
Specific objectives of the conference
were to: (1) Introduce the results of the
DROUGHT-R&SPI project, (2) Give the
floor to contributions that deal with:

identification, assessment and policies
aspects of drought, and (3) Integrate
the development of drought research on
one hand and policy implementation.
The conference addressed drought
identification and characterization,
drought assessment (impacts) and drought
policies to develop drought management
plans at different scales (river basin,
national and international). It served as
a forum for discussion among scientists
researching drought, stakeholders, water
managers, experts and representatives
of authorities on experiences, about

HURRY!
Nominations for Heritage Irrigation Structures (HIS)
At the 65th International Executive
Council (IEC) meeting held at Gwangju,
Korea in October 2014, seventeen
Heritage Irrigation Structures were
approved for inclusion in the ICID
Register of Heritage Irrigation Structures,
which are now projected on ICID website
http://www.icid.org/icid_his1.html
Nominations are invited from ICID
National Committees for selection
of “Heritage Irrigation Structures”
(HIS) older than 100 years. National
Committees can nominate more than
one structure, using separate nomination
form for each. Associated Members
and non-members countries can also
nominate their structures through the
neighbouring active national committees
or by submitting directly to ICID Central
Office. Although nomination for HIS is
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a continuous process, the nominations
received before 15 July 2015 will be
adjudged for inclusion in the ICID register
of HIS by IEC in its 66th session of
IEC scheduled for 16 October 2015 in
Montpellier, France. More information
about criterion for selection can be
download from http://www.icid.org/
his_appendix_n_annexure.pdf

the needs and challenges for drought
management. The following topics of
the conference were addressed such
as: (a) Drought identification and
characterization, (b) Drought indicators,
monitoring and forecasting, and early
warning systems, (c) Assessment of past
and future drought impacts, (d) Drought
risk and vulnerability perception and
assessment, (e) Water management and
governance under drought conditions,
(f) Drought preparedness and mitigation
strategies, (g) Development and
implementation of Drought Policies and
Plans from the local to the regional,
national and international levels, and
(h) Research and Science Interfaces with
Drought Policies.
Please access http://www.eu-drought.
org/ for more information about the
Conference and a detailed technical
report of the outcome.

v

Short Course on Water
Security
The University of
East Anglia (UEA)
will be organizing
a Short Course on
‘Water Security
for Policy Makers
and Practitioners’
during
7-11
September 2015
at Norwich, UK.
The course is
designed for entry and mid-level water
and development policy-makers and
professionals in government, donor
agencies, NGOs or implementation
agencies, environmental journalists,
consultations and activists wishing
to take their knowledge of climate
change further. For more information,
please access https://www.uea.ac.uk/
international-development/ dev-co/
professional-training/water-security-forpolicy-makers-short-course
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Solutions for Sustainable Water and Environmental Management
Malaysian National Committee on
Irrigation and Drainage (MANCID) has
joined the International Society of Paddy
and Water Environment Engineering
(PAWEES) and International Network for
Water and Ecosystem in Paddy Fields
(INWEPF) to organize an International
Conference on the theme ‘Solutions for
Sustainable Water and Environmental
Management’ from 19-21 August 2015
at Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
The objective of the conference is
to create an interactive platform for

paddy and water environment related
researchers, scientists, practitioners,
policy makers and other professionals
from Asia-Pacific Region and around the
world to share and present their new
advances, research findings, perspectives
and experiences in sustainable water
and environmental management. The
conference covers the following subtopics: (a) Technology for sustainable
water use and agricultural development;
(b) Modernization of irrigation and
drainage schemes; (c) Establishment

of sustainable paddy farming for food
security and poverty alleviation; (d) Water
quality management for agriculture and
environment; (e) Integrated watershed
management; and (f) Droughts and
flood disaster risk management. A
detailed information of the Conference
is available on the website http://pawees.
net/ and http://submit.confbay.com/conf/
pijic2015

v

Updates — 26th European Regional Conference 2015
The French National Committee on
Irrigation and Drainage (AFEID) will host
the 26th European Regional Conference
(ERC) along with the 66th International
Executive Council (IEC) at Montpellier,
France, from 11 to 16 October 2015.
The main theme of the Conference
is “Innovate to improve irrigation
performance” and sub-themes (a)
Innovations for smallholders in irrigation;
(b) Wastewater use in agriculture and
(c) Governance of surface water and
groundwater.

International Workshops
International Workshops on ‘NonStructural Adaptations to Flood
Management’, ‘Ecosystem Systems
Services and Multi-Functionality of
Irrigation and Drainage Systems’,
‘Precision Irrigation for Sustainable Crop
Production’, ‘Future of drainage under
environmental challenges and emerging
technologies’ and ‘History of Water
Crisis: Old and Recent Issues’ will be
organized by ICID’s Working Groups
on Comprehensive Approaches to Flood
Management (WG-CAFM); Environment
(WG-ENV); Water and Crops (WGCROP); Sustainable Drainage (WG-SDG);
and History of Irrigation, Drainage and
Flood Control (WG-HIST) during the
26th ERC and 66th IEC meetings. The
last date for submission of full papers
is 31st July 2015. Detailed information
about the workshops is available at http://
icid2015.sciencesconf.org/?lang=en

Early Bird Online Registration
The ‘Early Bird’ registration is now
open for the 26th European Regional
Conference (ERC) and 66th International
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Executive Council (IEC) and its pre-council
meetings. The online registration is
available at http://icid2015.sciencesconf.
org/resource/page/id/35

National Committees’ Display
ICID events provide unique opportunity
to member National Committees/
Committee to display their activities
and achievements, including salient
features of their country’s water and
land resources, etc. through posters,
photographs, publications and CDROMs. The size of the poster will be
A0 (841 x 1189 mm/33.1 x 46.8”) and
no particular facilities will be made
available for displays except the board
to stick the poster. National Committees
have been requested to bring along
with the posters and display materials
in advance. A total of six such boards
will be allocated free-of-charge on ‘firstcome-first-serve basis’. The display /
exhibition is visited by a large number
of participating delegates and found to
be helpful in dissemination and sharing

of valuable information about National
Committees/Countries’ landmarks and
latest achievements in the fields of
water resources development, irrigation,
drainage and flood management. Display
of National Committees’ activities on the
occasion of the 26th European Regional
Conference and 66th International
Executive Council meeting will be
facilitated by French National Committee
of ICID (AFEID).
To participate in the display/exhibition and
for more details, please contact: Anastasia
IVANNIKOVA at administration@
verseaudeveloppement.com with a copy
marked to icid@icid.org, latest by 5th
July 2015 for securing space for your
National Committee.

Programme
Please access http://icid2015.
sciencesconf.org/resource/page/id/53
and download the detailed programme
of 26th ERC and 66th IEC.
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Lessons to Learn from California Droughts
California is entering the fourth year
of a record-breaking drought creating
an extremely parched landscape. A
drought State of Emergency was declared
in January 2015 by the Government
and strict conservation measures have
been imposed state wide. Governor
has convened an interagency Drought
Task Force to provide a coordinated
assessment of the State’s dry conditions
and provide recommendations on current
and future state actions. In support of
this unified effort, all state agencies with
a role in supporting drought mitigation
and relief efforts are organized under
the Incident Command System and
continue to provide emergency planning,
response, and mitigation support as long
as needs exist.
In April, Gov. Jerry Brown ordered a
25 percent reduction in urban water
use to begin in June. Communities with
the highest per capita use are being
forced to cut daily consumption by as
much as 36 percent. Residential water
use accounts for 12 percent of total
use in the state. California manages
its risks with smart water policies that
use precipitation to bank ground water
so that farms, which use 77 percent
of the state’s water, can survive. The
state wide water use is similar to what
it was 40 years ago, meaning that even
though the population has exploded to
33 million, Californians share about as
much water now as they did in the
1970s. Innovation and efficiency will
be required of agriculture businesses
and of ordinary Californians, too. As
Mr. Brown said last week, “This is the
new normal.”
Farms in California draw water from
three sources: federal and state water
projects, waterways they have the right
to divert and groundwater reserves. Two
of these sources have been compromised
by the drought. This year, the state
water project will deliver only one-fifth
of the amount requested by users; the
federal water project will deliver zero.
And farms with newer water rights

have been told to stop drawing from
the state’s waterways; some farms with
older water rights have so far avoided
such directives, though they may be
affected in the future.
But there are no restrictions on tapping
groundwater, and the state says it has
no immediate plans to impose them.
Officials say that groundwater reserves
are meant to be a resource in a drought.
That’s all well and good if the drought
ends relatively soon, but prolonged
tapping of groundwater can cause the
land to sink, increasing flood risk and
impairing the soil’s ability to store
groundwater in the future. A 2013 report
by the United States Geological Survey
found that one area in central California
had already subsided more than 20
inches between 2008 and 2010. And
the tapping of groundwater even during
non-drought years has made the problem
worse. A law passed in September
requires local agencies to develop plans
for groundwater sustainability, but it does
not require them to actually achieve
sustainability until 2040.
The agriculture industry has already felt
the impact of California’s drought, with
400,000 acres of land left fallow last year,
and $1.5 billion lost, according to state
officials. But just as California’s residents
will have to change the way they wash
their dishes, take their showers and
water their lawns, the state’s farms will

Drought Related Websites for more Information
(1) Drought.CA.Gov <http://www.drought.ca.gov/>: California’s Drought
Information Clearinghouse; (2) State’s Water Conservation Campaign, Save
our Water <http://www.saveourh20.org/>; (3) Local Government, Drought
Clearinghouse and Toolkit <http://www.opr.ca.gov/s_droughtinfo.php>;
(4) California Department of Food and Agriculture, Drought information
<http://www.cdfa.ca.gov/drought/>; (5) California Department of Water
Resources, Current Water Conditions <http://water.ca.gov/waterconditions/
waterconditions.cfm>; (6) California Data Exchange Center, Snow Pack/
Water Levels <http://cdec.water.ca.gov/cgi-progs/reports/DROUGHTSUM>;
(7) California State Water Resources Control Board, Water Rights, Drought Info
and Actions <http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/
drought/index.shtml>; (8) California Natural Resources Agency, Drought Info
and Actions <http://resources.ca.gov/docs/Laird_Water_Statement_1-3-14.

ICID News Update – June 2015

need to change the way they operate
if California’s drought continues as
they simply cannot continue drawing
on groundwater indefinitely. Farmers
have been asked to switch from flood
irrigation or inefficient sprinklers to drip
or micro-spray systems, which use less
water. They can also invest in irrigation
controllers that monitor water and soil
conditions and deliver only as much
water as crops need. And some may
need to change what they plant.
In this fourth year of extended drought,
with low reservoir storage levels and
higher-than-normal predicted summer
temperatures, the plan seeks to prevent
another catastrophic loss of this year’s
class of juvenile salmon. State and federal
officials earlier this week announced the
outlines of a revised plan for managing
water flows in the Sacramento River for
cities and farms while keeping enough
cold water in Shasta Reservoir to avoid
high temperatures in the river that could
be catastrophic for endangered winterrun Chinook salmon.
Most important aspect of managing
this fourth year of extended drought is
sharing of information among all the
stakeholders starting from prediction to
monitoring of the hydro-meteorological
elements to water saving techniques.
Some of the related web sites are given
in adjacent Box.

pdf>; (9) State Water Resources Control Board, Drinking Water, SWRCB
Drinking Water Program <http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/drinkingwater/>;
(10) California State Water Project, Information <http://www.water.ca.gov/
swp/>; (11) U.S. Drought Monitor <http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/>
for Current Conditions throughout the Region; (12) U.S. Drought Portal
<http://www.drought.gov/drought/content/what-nidis>, National Integrated
Drought Information System (NIDIS); (13) National Weather Service Climate
Predictor Center <http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Drought/>; (14)
USDA Drought Designations by County CA County Designations <http://
usda.gov/documents/2014-all-crop-list-counties.pdf>; (15) USDA Disaster
and Drought Assistance Information USDA Programs <http://usda.gov/
wps/portal/usda/usdahome?navid=DISASTER_ASSISTANCE>; (16) U.S.
Small Business Administration Disaster Assistance Office: <http://www.
sba.gov/disaster>
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Direct Membership of ICID
The International Commission on
Irrigation and Drainage (ICID) had
opened its doors to individuals,
businesses and organizations/
institutions from countries that do
not have a National Committee.
They can now join ICID as direct
members and receive all the benefits
of ICID membership. This presents
an opportunity to such companies,
institutions and individual, who were
unable to join the activities of ICID
which has great potential to enhance
the working of ICID and hopefully
will result in greater global exchanges
of experiences and multidisciplinary
innovations. The ‘Direct Membership’
will widen the repertoire of knowledge
and experiences within ICID and
benefit all its stakeholders. The direct
members would be able to: (i) Receive
Electronic version of the ICID Journal on
Irrigation and Drainage, Annual Report,
ICID News, and News Update free of
cost, and receive extra copies of the
ICID Journal on Irrigation and Drainage
at concessional price, (iii) Avail special
discount on all ICID publications; (iv)
Enjoy special advertisement rates in
ICID publications and on website;
and (v) Benefit from special exhibition
rates and registration fees during ICID
events. Many individuals, institutions
and companies have become DIRECT
MEMBERS of ICID and already reaping
the benefits.
Based on the increasing demand, this
year ICID has started the provision of
life membership for all its individual
direct members. ICID has also started
the life membership for individual
and individual (retiree). For details of
categories of Direct ICID Membership
and procedure for application and
subscription amount, etc., please access
http://www.icid.org/dir_mem.php or
contact Dr. Vijay K. Labhsetwar,
Director, ICID at <icid@icid.org>.

Forthcoming Events
ICID Events
66th IEC and 26th European Regional
Conference, 11-16 October 2015, Montpellier,
France. Theme: Innovate to improve irrigation
performances. Contact : Secrétaire Général,
Association Française pour l'Etude des Irrigations
et du Drainage (AFEID), 361 rue Jean-François
Breton, BP 5095, F - 34196 – MONTPELLIER
CEDEX 5, France. Tel: +33.4.67.04.63.16,
Fax: +33.4.67.16.64.40, E-mail: icid2015@

News from ICID National Committees
IACID (Australia)
A three-day Irrigation Australia’s 2015
Regional Conference titled ‘Peri Urban
– Irrigation in a Changing Landscape’
was held from 26 to 28 May 2015
at the Penrith Panthers in Western
Sydney, NWS, Australia with the focus
on peri-urban development, which

presentations, articles etc. were discussed
and report will be published in future
editions of Irrigation Australia Journal.
Mr. Duane Findley, Chief Executive
Officer of Irrigation's Australia Limited
(IAL) acknowledged the great support
of the exhibitors, who reported solid
interest in their products and services
from delegates and exhibition visitors.

ABID (Brazil)

included water quality and the need
for agriculture to find alternative water
sources, providing infrastructure, and
developing policy to provide a balance
between the needs of the farming
sector and residents. The conference
addressed the latest issues in irrigation
and water management, included
green walls, intensive horticulture,
irrigation technology, water monitoring,
management of water resources etc.
The Smart Watermark forum was also
held with this conference. During
the conference, a large number of
irstea.fr, Website: http://icid2015.sciencesconf.
org/?lang=en
4th African Regional Conference, 26 to 28
April 2016 at Cairo, Egypt. The main theme of
the Conference is “Agricultural Land and Water
Management for Sustainability under Climate
Variability”. Please access Conference website
www.encid.org.eg for more information.
2nd World Irrigation Forum (WIF2) and
67th IEC, 6-12 November 2016, Chiang Mai,
Thailand. Theme: Water management in a
changing world: Role of Irrigation for sustainable
food production. Contact: Dr. Somkiat
Prajamwong, Secretary General of THAICID,
(Director of Project Management, Royal Irrigation
Department), Thai National Committee on
Irrigation and Drainage (THAICID), 811 Samsen
Road, Thanon-NakornchaiSriDusit Bangkok
10300, Thailand. Tel: +662 243 7883; Fax:
+662 243 7883; E-mail: thaicid@hotmail.com;
Website: http://www.worldirrigationforum.net
13th International Drainage Workshop (IDW),
March 2017, Ahvaz City, Iran. Theme: Drainage
and Environmental Sustainability. Contact: Dr.
S.A. Assadollahi, Secretary General, Iranian
National Committee on Irrigation and Drainage
(IRNCID), No. 1, Shahrsaz Alley, Kargozar St.,

The Brazilian National Committee of
ICID (ABID) will be organizing its
XXV National Congress on Irrigation
and Drainage (CONIRD), from 8-13
November 2015 at Aracaju, Brasilia.
Please Contact: Helvecio Mattana
Saturnino, President, ABID, E-mail: abid@
pib.com.br; abid.conird@gmail.com and
Website: www.abid.org.br

USCID (USA)
The U.S. National Committee on
Irrigation and Drainage (USCID) will
be organizing the Water Management
Conference on ‘Emerging Issues in Water
Management Governance’ from 17-20
November 2015 at Albuquerque, New
Mexico. The detailed information related
to the Conference is available at http://
www.uscid.org/
Zafar Ave., Tehran, Postal Code: 19198-34453,
Tel: (+9821) 2225 7348 – 22250162, Fax:
(+9821) 2227 2285, E-mail: irncid@gmail.com,
Website: http://www.irncid.org
23rd ICID Congress and 68th IEC, 8-14
October 2017, Mexico City, Mexico. Theme
of the Congress: Modernizing Irrigation and
Drainage for a new Green Revolution. Contact:
Dr. Luis Rendón Pimentel, President, Mexican
National Committee of International Commission
on Irrigation and Drainage (MXCID), Gerente
de Distritos y Unidades de Riego Comision
Nacional del Agua, Insurgentes Sur 2416 7o
Piso, Colonia Copilco El Bajo, Delegación
Coyoacán, C.P. 4340 México D.F. Tel: +52
53 222407, +52 53 222400 Ext. 6672; E-mail:
cnm@mxcid.org, luis.rendon@cna.gob.mx, luis.
rendon@conagua.gob.mx;

Other Events
Stockholm World Water Week on the theme
“Water for Development”, 22-28 August 2015
at Stockholm, Sweden. For details, visit: http://
www.siwi.org/
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