From Secretary General’s Desk...

Dear Colleagues,

Last month the 6th
India Water Week
2019 was organized
by the Ministry of
Water, Government
of India and Hon’ble
President of India
graced the opening
ceremony in the presence of several
ministers, foreign ambassadors, experts
and delegates. | had the honor of making
a presentation on trans-boundary water
cooperation in the inaugural plenary
session and chaired the Strategy
Development session of Global Water
Partnership. Additionally, ICID organized
several panel discussions, special
sessions and was well represented
in all the relevant deliberations. The
themes covered by ICID professionals
included innovations to improve water
productivity, water and heritage, learning
from international best practices in
water management. ICID also invited

ICID President Eng. Felix delivered
the keynote address at the 5th Annual
Conference on ‘Future Drainage and
Storm Water Networks’ at Abu Dhabi
in United Arab Emirates held from 29th
-30th September 2019. The presentation
of President Felix focused on ‘A water
secure world free of poverty and hunger
- Challenges of the Water-Energy-Food
Nexus.” This event was endorsed by
International Commission on Irrigation
and Drainage.

The 5th Annual Future Drainage and
Stormwater Networks Abu Dhabi was
organized under the patronage of Urban
Planning and Municipalities, Abu Dhabi
City Municipality. The thrust of the
conference was to bring together key
stakeholders to discuss the region's
strategic plans and shape its future.

The focus of the conference was on the
efforts of the UAE Government'’s towards:
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40 high-school students for the Water
and Heritage session to increase
their awareness about water issues
and how heritage can teach us about
sustainability. The students asked very
relevant questions that floored the panel
experts. You will find brief write-ups on
these activities in this issue.

Our President, Felix Reinders, delivered
a keynote address in the 5th Annual
Conference on ‘Future Drainage and
Storm Water Networks’ at Abu Dhabi
in United Arab Emirates late last
month and he spoke at length about
water-energy-food nexus. Following
the conference, ICID representatives
visited the water treatment facilities in
Saudi Arab, on invitation from our new
member National Committee, namely,
Saudi Irrigation Organization. The use
of recycled water for irrigation in Saudi
Arabia is gaining ground very fast and
holds important lessons for others.
Both these visits highlighted the shifting
focus on drainage, a somewhat less
talked about topic, though it plays a
very crucial role not only in agriculture,
but also in landscaping and flood

* Usingthe latesttechnologies
to design, monitor and
maintain drainage systems
and stormwater networks

e Integrating Drainage &
Stormwater Strategies for
a Smart City of the Future

* Best practices for managing
stormwater drainage to
reduce flooding risks

» Strategies for replenishing
Abu Dhabi's groundwater
levels

* Promoting PPP to develop sustainable
infrastructure that uses excess water

* Real-time flood intelligence and reporting
using emerging technologies

e Hydraulic and Hydrological modelling of
urban environments

 Enhancing drainage in an urban

environment
* Improving sustainability and creating
Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS)

control management in urban areas.

In addition, | enjoyed attending the
national day celebrations of Georgia and
South Korea and interacted with their
ambassadors and other dignitaries to
enhance cooperation for ICID activities. |
had an opportunity to meet the German
Ambassador during India Water Week
and later one of my ICID colleagues
discussed with him the German
membership in ICID during a workshop
on Water Federalism organized by a
German Foundation, HSF, in collaboration
with the German Embassy in Delhi.

Next week | will be in Egypt to attend
Cairo Water Week 2019 and will also
meet Young Water Professionals during
their training program as part of the
water week celebrations. Hope to you
see some of you there!

Best Wishes

Ashwin B. Pandya

Secretary General

Vision
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« Operations and Maintenance of current
drainage networks

ICID Secretary General, Er. Ashwin
B. Pandya and Er. Harish Kumar
Varma, Executive Director of ICID
participated in the event. Other
participants included key government
stakeholders, Real Estate Developers,
Design & Engineering Consultants and
International Associations and Academia,
among others.
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Saudi Arabia Waste Water Treatment Plant Visit

After the 5th Annual Conference on Future
Drainage and Stormwater Networks
at Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates,
September 2019, the participants were
taken out on a field visit to Saudi Arabia
Waste Water Treatment facilities. The field
trip was organized by Saudi Irrigation
Organization leading to the interaction
between ICID officials and Saudi Arabian
government officials engaged in water
treatment in the country. The participants
were also offered an opportunity to
witness the extensive use of treated
water in irrigation for paddy and dates
cultivation.

5th African Regional Conference in

Conference on ‘Irrigation and Drainage’
is scheduled for 16th-19th March 2020
at the Water Museum, Marrakech,
Morocco. The theme of the conference
is: ‘Sustainable Management of Irrigation
for Improved Resilience of Agriculture
in Africa’.

The conference is being organized by
the Moroccan National Committee of
ICID (ANAFIDE). The high spot of the
conference is the first training programme
for international African Young Water
Professionals on ‘Utilization of Irrigation
and Drainage systems to mitigate climate
change.’

The African Regional Group and the
International Executive Council decided

The 6th India Water Week 2019 was
inaugurated by Mr. Ram Nath Kovind,
Hon’ble President of India at Vigyan
Bhawan, New Delhi on 24th September
2019. Other prominent dignitaries who
graced the occasion include Mr. Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat, Hon’ble Union Minister
of Jal Shakti; and, Mr. Rattanlal Kataria,
Hon’ble Minister of State for Jal Shakti.

The theme of the India Water Week was:
Water Cooperation — Coping with 21st
Century Challenges. And, the motto of
the event was: Water Cooperation for
Peace, Progress and Prosperity.

By roping in the European Union and
Japan as partners for the event, the India
Water Week ensured global participation
by experts and industrialists from their
respective dominions.

On the sidelights, the India Water Week
organized an exhibition spread across
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to establish the African Young Water
Professional Forum (Af-YWPF) at
their meeting in Mexico in October
2017. Accordingly, the Af-YWPF was
established in October 2018 with the
objective of:

* Continually exposing African Young
Water Professional to ICID’s aims,
objectives, role and activities;

e Future Training Workshops after
drawing from gaps in the training
need assessments and discussions
held during previous training;

» Fostering efforts to make training
workshops more interactive and give
participants the opportunity to learn
from each other;

building

e Collaborating, and
establishing cooperation with
institutions, organizations and

agencies whose visions tally with
our objectives;

¢ Discussions and various forum
activities shall serve the African
Challenges as well as AFRWG-ICID
to ensure effectiveness of the forum.

an area of 3000 Sgm showcasing the
state-of-art technology related to water
resources.

As a platinum sponsor, ICID played an
important role in 6th India Water Week

and made significant contributions to its
proceedings.

The International Commission on
Irrigation and Drainage (ICID) played a
sheet-anchor role at the 6th India Water
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Week 2019. Apart from addressing the
Plenary Session of India Water Week,
ICID Secretary General, Er. Ashwin B.
Pandya also chaired three sessions of the
event. The thrust of these three sessions
were: (i) Focused Role of Federal
Government in ensuring Sustainable
Water Resources Development; (ii) Re-

Secretary General’s Plenary
Session Address

The essence of the 6th India Water Week
proceedings was “Water Cooperation—
Coping with 21st Century Challenges.”
Taking a lead in the event, ICID’s
Secretary General Er. Ashwin B Pandya
addressed the Plenary Session of the
6th India Water Week 2019 on 24th
September 2019 at Vigyan Bhawan in
New Delhi and made a presentation.

In his keynote address on International
Cooperation in Water Sector, SG Pandya
drew the attention of the audience
to the fact that rivers which form the
main source of freshwater resources

Role of Federal Government
in Ensuring Sustainable Water
Resources Development

ICID Secretary General Er. Ashwin
B. Pandya chaired the Session on
‘Focused Role of Federal Government in
Ensuring Sustainable Water Resources
Development’ at the 6th India Water
Week 2019. The brainstorming session
was co-chaired by Mr. Navin Kumar,
Member Water Resources Institute (WRI),

Water
the

Reorienting the
Education to address
Water Related Challenges

The session was chaired by Secretary
General, ICID Er. Ashwin B. Pandya. The
other members of the panel were former
members of Central Water Commission,
Er. M.E. Haque, Mr. Y. Paithankar,
Mr. G.S. Jha, Dr. Yella Reddy and Dr.
Ashish Pandey. The core issue of the

Water and Heritage

This session on ‘Water and Heritage’
was divided into two sessions where the
first session was chaired by Er. Ashwin
B. Pandya, Secretary General, ICID
and co-chaired by Dr. Vivek Saxena,
Country representative of IUCN. The
panelists included Mr. Pankaj Satija,
Chief Regulatory Affairs, Tata Steel; Ms,
Nupur Prothi Khanna, ICOMOS; Ms.
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orienting the Water Education to address
the Water related challenges; and (iii)
Water and Heritage. He also chaired the
launch of GWP Strategy 2020-2025.
In addition to these, the session on
“Innovation in Water Management was
chaired by Dr. Sahdev Singh, Director-
Knowledge Management. Er. Balasaheb

Anantrao Chivate, Technical Director of
ICID, presented a paper on ‘Learning from
the Best Practices in Water Management.’
Also, ICID was responsible for organizing
the sessions on ‘Water and Heritage,’
and, ‘Learning from the Best Practices
in Water Management.’

(L to R) Hon'ble Secretary, DoWR, RD & GR, Ministry of Jal Shakti, Shri U.P. Singh, Secretary General, ICID, Shri A.B. Pandya, Hon'ble

Secrefary, DWS, Shri Parameswaran lyer, Ambassador of Germany, Mr. Walter Linder, Hon'ble Justice T.S. Doaba and Ambassader of
Japan, Mr. Kenji Hiramatsu.

in the world are not bound by political
boundaries. Worldwide, 154 countries
share 310 rivers and lakes and 592
transboundary aquifers. Approximately,
52% of world population lives within
shared river basins and almost 90% of
the world population lives in countries
sharing transboundary waters. In the

Cauvery Water Management Authority
(CWMA) & Chairman, Cauvery Water
Regulation Committee (CWRC).

The speakers highlighted several actions
and initiatives taken up by the Union
Government, State Governments as well
as the local administration. They also
stated that a unified strategy is imperative
for achievement of desired results with
regard to sustainable development of
water resources. The session witnessed

session was data misuse in the water
industry. Cases of misuse of data were
discussed. Measures for translating
academic knowledge of water use and
management into practical application
were explored.

The deliberations sought to assess the
impediments in water education in the
country. Dr. Yella Reddy pointed out that
if the subjects and information taught in

light of the above submissions, he
stressed the need for water diplomacy
to address the water insecurities and
cross-border management through
integrated science, policy, and practical
perspectives to enhance transboundary
water cooperation.

a stimulating discussion between the
experts and professionals on areas that
are screaming for immediate attention,
such as scientific implementation of the
initiatives promised by governments
against the backdrop of climate change
as an important factor shaping policies,
diversifying centrally sponsored programs,
demotivating unsustainable practices and
co-ordination between governments and
communities.

school are implemented in the future,
that can set the stage for education
about water. He also introduced the idea
of ‘water credit’ on the lines of ‘carbon
credit’, where farmers could be paid
for their humble conservation efforts
related to water while using the same
for agricultural purposes. The inclusion
of women along with young professionals
in the agricultural water movement was
also considered.
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Arushi Nishank, Sparsh Ganga; and, Ms.
Meena Narula, Country Director, Water
for People-India.

The focus of the session was attuned
to conservation of traditional water
management structures in India like baulis
and learning from past experiences to
work out future strategies. The role of
community participation together with
revival of heritage hydraulic structures
was also highlighted in the session.

The following are the recommendations
of the Water and Heritage Session: (i)
Professional organisations such as ICID,
IUCN, ICOMOS, ISOLA and INTACH
should contribute to a revision in policy
and protection measures considering
both Natural and Cultural Heritage; (ii)
Setting up guidelines under Corporate
Social Responsibility - Schedule 7 (iv)
Ensuring Environmental Sustainability to

GWP India launches the GWP
Strategy 2020-2025

The Global Water Partnership (South
Asia)’'s new strategy encapsulated in
their document titled “Mobilising for a
Water Secure World” was launched by
their India chapter GWP-India during the
India Water Week — 2019 proceedings.
ICID Secretary General chaired the
proceedings.

The GWP Strategy 2020-2025 was
launched by Er. Ashwin Pandya,
Panel Chair, member of GWP, former
Chairman of Central Water Commission
and presently Secretary General of

—
Innovations in Water
Management

Speaking on ‘Innovations in Water

Management,’ the chair Dr. T.B.S. Rajput,
Senior Scientist, ICAR for the seminar
stated, “Challenge can be taken up only
through innovation.” The session was
co-chaired by Dr. Sahdev Singh, Director
— Knowledge Management of ICID and
Dr. Neelam Patel, Principal Scientist,

-—
Learning from the best
practices in Water
Management

Er. Balasaheb Anantrao Chivate
presented a paper on ‘Learning from the
best practices in Water Management’ at
the 6th India Water Week 2019.

Irrigation water supplied through the
reservoirs results in a lot of wastage
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link corporate intent, financial resources
with on-ground revival of water heritage
conservation professionals as facilitators
to ensure timely and quality delivery; and,
(i) Setting up funding for design and
city laboratories to use historic practices
of nature and culture conservation to tie
up with engineering and technology for
innovative solutions for the local context.

The participants in this session included
eminent personalities associated with
water management and water sector and
a battery of school students.

“How do we solve the problem of equitable
distribution of water? One colony in Delhi is
facing water scarcity while another colony enjoys
fountains?” — Pragati Mishra (Class X" student)

Water and Heritage was a huge success
among school students, a group of 40
students from Class-X and Class-XI from
Poorna Prajna Public School, Vasant Kunj

International Commission on Irrigation
and Drainage—India. The other eminent
panelists who participated in the event
include Dr. K. Yella Reddy, Vice President
of ICID and Dean of ANGR Agricultural
University, Andhra Pradesh; Er. M.E.
Haque, Co-Chair of the Panel, a former

IARI. The spotlight of the discussion
was on new technologies being used
in agriculture and water management
sectors.

The presentations by distinguished
panelists pointed to the adaptable
efforts made by farmers according to the
changing situations and the introduction
of scientific methods for irrigation by
scientists and engineers. The use

thereby affecting the country’s agricultural
production. Climate change and
lack of proper care and maintenance
necessary for optimum operation are
seen as the main reasons for this.
Up-gradation and modernization are
needed for smooth functioning of these
government /community-managed
sustainable irrigation systems under the
changing environment.

attended the 6th India Water Week 2019
session’s, ‘Water and Heritage’. Students
asked pertinent questions while probing
the fundamental concerns of the water
sector. Some of them were, What is the
scope of a landscape architect and how
can we become one? and How is drip
irrigation different from the furrow method
adopted in Indian fields?

Member of Central Water Commission
and former Commissioner (Policy
and Planning), Ministry of Jal Shakti,
Department of Water Resources—
Government of India; Er. G.S. Jha, former
Chairman, Central Water Commission;
and, Er Yogesh Paithankar, Chief
Engineer, National Water Academy.

The GWP Strategy 2020-2025 was
introduced to the participants of the
panel discussion by Dr. Veena Khanduri,
Country Coordinator for GWP India.
GWP is a partner organization of ICID.

Link: https://lwww.gwp.org/en/gwp-SAS/
WE-ACT/change-and-impact/News-and-
Activities/2019/gwp-strategy-2020-2025/

of drones as a tool for irrigation and
agriculture was discussed along with
technologies for land drainage. The
seminar also emphasised the need for
involving and training female farmers
on irrigation practices and turning to
agriculture practices which are cost
effective and environment friendly.

The session focused on various water
demands (inter basin / district / state
level) and increasing water availability
for each sector; success stories of best
water management practices and impact
of Participatory Irrigation Management
(PIM) was also discussed. The session
addressed the following concerns: (i)
How to meet the challenges emerging
out of evolution of demands and changes
in supply regimes? (ii) How to improve
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the efficiency in water management by management and steps to improve the
situation; and, (iv) Successes and failures
that lead to the best managed irrigation

adopting best practices? (iii) Present
status of people’s involvement in water

National Day Celebrations of Georgia
and South Korea

As a goodwill gesture to strengthen the scope of cooperation,
ICID Secretary General Er. Ashwin B. Pandya attended the
national day celebrations of Georgia and South Korea and
interacted with the diplomats and dignitaries of their embassies.

Economic and Cultural Centre of
Chinese Taipei Reception

Er. Balasaheb Anantrao Chivate,
Director (Technical) of ICID, New
Delhi attended the celebration of
the 108th Double Tenth Day by
the Economic and Cultural Centre
of Chinese Taipei in India, at
Hyatt Regency, New Delhi on 9th
October 2019. He was privileged
to interact with their representative
H.E. Tien, Chung -Kwang and Secretary Mr. Yi-Ta Chen.

National Committee Updates

Turkish National Committee

Following retirement of Mr. Ergun UZUCEK, Mrs. Sadiye YALCIN
has taken over as the new Vice President of the Turkish National
Committee of ICID (TUCID) and Mr. Ali GOKYEL, Head of
Department of the Project and Construction Department of
DSI has been appointed the new Secretary General.

The reconstituted Turkish National Committee of ICID (TUCID)
comprises of Mr. Mevlut AYDIN, President; Mrs. Sadiye YALCIN,
Vice President; and, Mr. Ali GOKYEL, Secretary General.

Thailand’s Dr. Surat Thanusin becomes Member
of WG-SDTA

Dr. Ruey-Chy Kao, Chair, Working Group on Sustainable
Development of Tidal Areas (WG-SDTA), ICID, appointed
Dr. Surat Thanusin of Thailand as a member of WG-SDTA
during the meeting of Permanent Committee on Technical
Activities (PCTA) at Bali in Indonesia on 6th September 2019
following recommendation of the Thailand National Committee
(THACID). Currently, Dr. Thanusin is Director, Bureau of Project
Management, Royal Irrigation Department (RID), Thailand.

Uzbekistan’s keen participation in ICID activities

The Uzbekistan National Committee on Irrigation and Drainage
(UzNCID) has expressed its desire for active participation in
the activities of ICID with regard to Management of Water
Resources. The Minister of Water Resources and Chairman
of the National Committee of the Republic of Uzbekistan Mr.
Khamraev held an extended meeting of UzNCID at the 70th
International Executive Council (IEC) in October 2019. The
agenda of this extended meeting was to activate UzNCID to
fulfill the tasks assigned to them during the 70th IEC meeting.

News Update

systems and future plans for identification
of best practices in Water management.

The crying need for a better cooperation among countries
of Central Asia on issues related to water management has
always been emphasized by Uzbekistan. Their main concern
relates to issues of Aral Sea problems, water use efficiency,
capacity development etc.

International Himalaya Water
Conference in Bangladesh

Hans Seidel Foundation, the lead organizers of International
Himalaya Water Conference to be held at Dhaka, Bangladesh
from 8th-11th November 2019 have invited ICID Secretary
General to address the conference

Delegates from Afghanistan, Pakistan, India, Bhutan,
Bangladesh, China and Myanmar are expected to participate
in the conference to deliberate on transboundary issues that
haunt these countries such as River Basin Management,
Integrated Water Resource Management, Data Generation
& Sharing etc.

This conference is being organized in co-ordination with Integrated
Mountain Development (ICIMOD), United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) and other international organizations.

Eminent Engineer Award

One of our Direct Members, Mr. Deepak Khare, was honoured
with the Eminent Engineers Award by the Institution of
Engineers, Uttarakhand State Centre for his contributions in the
field of Water Resources Management, Rainwater Harvesting
and Climate Change. The award was presented to him by
Union Human Resources Development Minister, Mr. Ramesh
Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ on Engineer’s Day, 15 September 2019.

Towards Water Federalism

The 3rd National Conference themed ‘Towards Water Federalism
2.0 — Perspectives from Ganga and Brahmaputra River Basins’
was jointly organized by Hanns Seidel Foundation, a German
Political Foundation active in more than 60 countries, and Asian
Confluence provided a platform for in-depth discussions on
India’s water federalism in the august presence of German
Ambassador (India) and Mr Volker Lennart Plén, Director,
Hanns Seidel Foundation India, at the India International
Centre, New Delhi on 27th September 2019.
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The conference discussed important issues such as scientific
status of Ganga and Brahmaputra river systems, key policies
and action from the government, inter-state water sharing
cooperation discourse as also centre-state water relations and
cooperation mechanisms. The conference was attended by
Dr. Sahdev Singh, Director — Knowledge Management and
Ms. Shreshta Sharma from ICID.

Following the workshop, Mr. Volker visited ICID and had broad-
ranging discussions with the Secretary General, Executive
Director, Director (Knowledge Management), Knowledge Officer
and Knowledge Management Consultant. Various future areas

of collaboration were explored and Mr. Volker invited SG as
keynote speaker for their international conference on water
at Dhaka, Bangladesh in November 2019.

Course on SPIS in French and English

Prof. Dr.-Ing. Klaus Réttcher of the Institute for Sustainable
Irrigation and Water Management in Rural Areas, Ostfalia
University is introducing an E-learning Course (French version)
on Solar Powered Irrigation Systems (SPIS) which will be
conducted from 28th October 2019 to 8th December 2019.
An English version of the course is also on the cards and
will be introduced at a later date.

Link to SPIS E-learning project:
suderburg.de/pages/page/spis

https://www.wasser-

UN High-Level International
Conference

Aral Sea Area: “Environmental Innovation and
Technology Zone”

On October 7th- 12th 2019, experts from UNDP offices in
New York and Istanbul, Pradeep Kurulkoulasuria — Executive
Coordinator for Environmental Financing (UNDP headquarters,
New York), Tasnem Mirza — Strategic Specialist, SDG Integration
(headquarters New York), Nat Pinnoy — an expert on the
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environment and experts on management, finance, innovation,
agriculture, rural development, paid a visit to the Republic
of Karakalpakstan to assist in the International Conference
under the auspices of the UN “Aral Sea Basin — Zone of
Environmental Innovations and Technologies” October 25,
2019. in the city of Nukus.

Aral Sea region is one of the UNDP priorities in the context of
integration and achievement of the Sustainable Development
Goals. At the meeting, issues on the activation of the Center,
the development of a joint project on the dried bottom of the
Aral Sea, the education and training of specialized personnel
and other issues related to activation, as well as the expansion
of the activities of the International Innovation Center of the
Aral Sea Basin were discussed.

The results of the visit allow the UNDP team to develop
a plan aimed at developing a session for the October
conference, which will allow for a discussion of innovative
solutions to meet the long-term needs of the Aral region.

Online Course: TUFLOW- 2D Flood
Modelling

A live and interactive online introductory 2D
modelling course run over two days

TUFLOW is a world-leading, powerful 1D and 2D computational
engine for simulating floods, tides and urban stormwater network
hydraulics. It has been successfully applied world-wide to a
diverse range of applications, scaling from regional whole-of-

catchment flooding to fine-scale integrated catchment urban
modelling. This computer-based training is aimed at people
who have not used TUFLOW previously. The course includes
content focusing on 2D TUFLOW theory, followed by practical
model creation and result viewing exercises using the free
TUFLOW Plugin within QGIS.

Date: 12-19 November 2019
Time: 1:30 pm (Australia/Adelaide)
Cost: AUD $ 295 (about $200 US dollars)
No software licenses are required by the registrants.

The model build examples will use free open source software
(Notepad++ and QGIS). The TUFLOW simulation will use
TUFLOW's free Demo Mode. The Demo Mode is identical
to the paid TUFLOW license, though limited to a maximum
of 100,000 2D cells.Software installation instructions will be
provided one week prior to the event.

Presenter:

Chris is a principal engineer for BMT. He has over 15 years’
experience with a unique mix of both hydraulic model software
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development and consulting. Chris’s current position title is
TUFLOW Gilob... Read more

Format:
Two live and interactive sessions of two hours

e Tuesday, 12 November, 1:30pm (Adelaide Time)
» Tuesday, 19 November, 1:30pm (Adelaide Time)

» Sessions are recorded & uploaded to the learning
platform (within 24hrs after session), if you cannot
attend live.

Preparation: Software installation instructions will be provided
one week prior to the event.

Outcome: On completion of the course attendees will be
issued with a Certificate of Participation.

For more information please visit: https://www.icewarm.com.
au/australian-water-school/short-courses/course/tuflow-2d-
modelling/

Water & Heritage Workshop

Centre for Historic Houses & Heritage Studies,
OP Jindal Global University
The Centre for Historic Houses & Heritage Studies at OP Jindal

Global University, Sonipat, is organizing a workshop on water
& heritage at the JGU Delhi Campus on 25th November 2019.
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Dr. Sahdev Singh, ICID Director (Knowledge Management),
has been invited to be a speaker at the Water and Heritage
Workshop in Delhi. The keynote speakers for this workshop
are: Mr. Oliver Schreiber, Federal Authority for the Preservation
of Historic Monuments, Austria and Prof. Langergraber, Head
of Department of Water, Atmosphere and Environment at the
BOKU University, Vienna.

In line with ICID’s World Heritage structure programme, this
workshop is an attempt to recognize the relevance of historical
water management structures which could be utilized today
to develop ecologically sustainable solutions. This workshop
is meant to build bridges in several ways — from connecting
different disciplines to comparative studies between Asia and
Europe. More concretely, the focus of this workshop will be on
the intersection between architectural history, environmental
science and low energy architecture and how a dialogue between
these different disciplines can be of mutual benefit. How can
the study of historic water architecture help to address current
problems, what are the challenges of preserving historic water
architecture and how can we use past strategies to preserve
water and to use water for cooling purposes in contemporary
low energy architecture?

News Update

The results of the visit allow the UNDP team to develop a plan
aimed at developing a session for the October conference,
which will allow for a discussion of innovative solutions to
meet the long-term needs of the Aral region.

Embracing disruptions to transform the
water sector

Speaking to over 500 delegates from 34 countries at the
Malaysia International Water Convention 2019, held on 1st-
3rd October in Kuala Lumpur, ICE WaRM Chair and Chair of
ICID Task Fore on Trans-boundary Water Sharing, Ms Karlene
Maywald, shared Australia’s experience in building economic
principles into the management of water.

Australia is a global leader in managed aquifer recharge
(MAR), from stormwater, treated wastewater and surface water
diversion. Adelaide is a highly relevant case for a water sensitive,
resilient city, with MAR technology the enabler to achieve over
40% of municipal wastewater in parks and irrigated agriculture
and healthy groundwater systems supporting the vibrant urban
ecology. Exchange of science, technical knowledge and policy
approaches in the management of groundwater, to improve
water security and liveability of cities, was identified as a
collaborative opportunity through government to government,
and amongst research and academic institutions.

Under the theme “Advancing Innovations, Embracing
Transformation & Securing the Future”, the convention
highlighted the need for water utilities to be future-ready by
breaking down resistance to technological innovation and
embracing new ways of working. Embracing a broader portfolio
of water source options, is key to improving water security
and resilience to climate change in Malaysia. The role of
groundwater in water security for Kuala Lumpur, the capital
of Malaysia, was a topic of intense discussion.

Events Corner
ICID Events

5th African Regional Conference on Irrigation and Drainage (ARCID),
16-19 March 2020, Marrakech, Morocco on the theme: Sustainable
Management of Irrigation for Improved Resilience of Agriculture in
Africa. E-mail: bartali.h@gmail.com, anafide.ma@gmail.com; Website:
http://5arcid.ma/

24th ICID International Congress & 71st IEC Meeting, 22-
28 September 2020, Sydney, Australia. For more info contact:
Mr. Bryan Ward, Chief Executive Officer, Irrigation’s Australia Limited
(IAL) (Incorporating IACID); Email: bryan.ward@irrigation.org.au, info@
irrigation.org.au; Website: http://www.icid2020.com.au

Other Event

Conference on Water Savngs in Irrigation, 13-14 November, 2019,
Montepellier, France. More information: https://watersaving.sciencesconf.
org/
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