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A Water Secure World Free of Poverty and Hunger through Sustainable Rural Development

From Secretary General’s Desk...
Cairo Water Week
2019 in October was
a great opportunity
for ICID Office
bearers to show
solidarity with our
national committees
from African region
and as well as
with the newly formed African Young
Professionals working in our sector in the
august presence of Hon’ble President
of Egypt. The presently burning issues
of our sector, including water scarcity,
water cooperation across national
boundaries and sectors of economy,
climate change, were discussed by the
local and international networks and
how we align our innovation systems
to address these. As with earlier Cairo
Water Weeks, a training program under
the auspices of African Regional Young
Professionals Forum was organized
for the young professionals from the
African region to become aware of
future challenges and start preparing
themselves to meet such challenges
head-on.
As much neglected issue of drainage
takes a relatively higher priority in
water circles due to erratic rainfall
patterns in various parts of the world,

President delivered a keynote address
at the Future Drainage and Storm water
Networks event held in Abu Dhabi. I
also joined him there and it is good
to see that multiple stakeholders of
our sector are joining hands to tackle
this seemingly unpredictable climate
change phenomenon using all options
available including technology, financing,
and policy.
It was encouraging to observe in Saudi
Arabia how the urban wastewater
treatment is supplementing the
agricultural irrigation by providing
opportunities to grow new crops and
expanding the arable land and make it
productive for the economy of the local
farmers. There are important lessons
to be learned by many other countries,
if not all, who are investing heavily on
urban wastewater treatment with no
significant economic returns. In a way,
the circular economy is becoming an
attractive way of dealing with many of
our water related problems.
I was invited by the Hon’ble Minister of
Water Resources of Uzbekistan to attend
the Aral Sea Conference. ICID started
working with the Central Asian countries
long time back which is affected by
this grave problem. Exposed sea-beds
are prone to be seriously disturbed by
storms, aggravating the environmental
problems over large areas.

Colleagues, based on a remarkably
successful study visit of high-level
delegates from Egypt and Tunisia
organized by ICID with support from
FAO on the Success Stories of SolarPowered Micro-Irrigation Systems
in India earlier this year, ICID has
now been requested by the Nigerian
National Committee with funding from
World Bank to conduct a study visit
of a Nigerian Delegation to learn from
large-scale irrigation projects in India.
The delegates will be here next week
and visit many projects across India
during their one week stay with us.
ICID Central Office also welcomed
a master degree student intern
from Italy to study urban-periurbanrural interlinkages in terms of water,
communities and policies in India with
ICID’s logistical support. We heartily
welcome such young professionals from
around the world to make use of our
unique position and expertise in these
integrated spaces.
In closing, Colleagues, I would remind us
all that COOPERATION is the keyword
of the day!



Ashwin B. Pandya
Secretary General

Cairo Water Week 2019
President Eng. Felix Reinders and
Secretary General Er. Ashwin B.
Pandya met His Excellency Abdel
Fattah el-Sisi, the Hon’ble President of
Egypt, at the Presidential Palace during
the Cairo Water Week 2019. During
their interactions, concerns about the
transboundary water management in the
Nile basin were discussed.
The Cairo Water Week 2019 was
organised by Egypt’s Ministry of Water
Resources in collaboration with the
World Water Council (WWC) from 20th
October 2019 to 24th October 2019 in
Cairo, Egypt. The theme of The Cairo
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Water Week 2019 was: ‘Responding to
Water Scarcity.’ The discussions then
cascaded into five sub-themes viz., (i)
Achieving Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) under Water Scarcity;
(ii) Cooperation in Water Sector; (iii)
Research and Innovation in Water
Scarcity; (iv) Climate Change Impacts,
Mitigation and Adaptation; and, (v) NonConventional Water resource use in
scarce situations.
Assuming the role of the solution provider
and mediator World Water Council at
Cairo Water Week 2019 reiterated their
availability to promote International
November | 2019
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Observatory on Unconventional Water
and Energy Resources and Hydrodiplomacy.
WWC President Loïc Fauchon stressed
the need for identifying and implementing
alternative and unconventional resources
such as desalinization of sea water and
of salted aquifers, as well as wastewater
reuse for efficient and renewable solutions
which will have to be applied worldwide
in response to demographic pressure.
He also stressed on the urgent need
for hydro-diplomacy which envisages
avoidance and resolution of conflicts at
state levels and transboundary water

management through dialogue among
neighbouring communities and countries

for a fair and equitable sharing of common
resources.



Future Drainage and Stormwater Networks

The 5th Annual Conference on Future
Drainage and Stormwater Networks in
Abu Dhabi was organized under the aegis
of Urban Planning and Municipalities,
Abu Dhabi City Municipality from 29th
to 30th September 2019. This event
was endorsed by the International
Commission on Irrigation and Drainage
(ICID). The thrust of the conference was
to bring together key stakeholders in
the water sector to discuss the region’s
strategic plans and shape its future
and enlighten the participants about
the efforts of the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) Government towards the following
•

Using latest and advanced
technologies to design, monitor
and maintain drainage systems and
stormwater networks

•

Integrating drainage & storm water
strategies for a smart city of the future

•

Best practices for managing
stormwater drainage to reduce
flooding risks

•

Strategies for replenishing Abu
Dhabi’s groundwater levels

•

Promoting Private Public Partnerships
(PPPs) to develop sustainable
infrastructure that uses excess water

•

Real-time flood intelligence and
reporting using emerging technologies

2

November | 2019

•

Hydraulic and hydrological modelling
of urban environments

•

Enhancing drainage in an urban
environment

•

Improving sustainability and creating
Sustainable Drainage Systems
(SuDS)

•

Operations and maintenance of
current drainage networks

The keynote address delivered by ICID
President, Eng. Felix Reinders focused on
‘A water secure world free of poverty and

hunger - Challenges of the Water-EnergyFood Nexus.’ ICID Secretary General, Er.
Ashwin B. Pandya and Executive Director,
Er. Harish Kumar Varma also participated
in the event. Other participants included
key government stakeholders, real estate
developers, design and engineering
consultants, international academic
organizations, among others.
The conference brought attention to
the shifting focus of agriculture on
the importance of drainage which was
somewhat sidelined in the past.
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Saudi Arabia Waste Water Treatment Plant Visit
After the 5th Annual Conference on Future
Drainage and Stormwater Networks at
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, a
visit to the Saudi Arabia Wastewater
Treatment Plant was organized for
the delegates by the Saudi Irrigation
Organization on 1st October 2019.
The field trip provided an opportunity
for knowledge exchange between the
ICID delegates and the Saudi Arabian
government officials engaged in water
treatment in the country.
The delegation observed the functioning
of the wastewater treatment plant
employing a RO system with primary
treatment including desilting and removal
of sandy elements from the water before
passing the same on for irrigation
purposes. This treated wastewater is
then used extensively for irrigation in
paddy and dates cultivation.
In addition to paddy cultivation resulting
in production of nutrient-rich black and
red rice, the treated water is believed
to benefit over 2.5 million date palm
trees. This makes for an interesting
case study on wastewater treatment
and non-conventional use of water for
irrigation purposes.



Aral Sea Conference in Uzbekistan
for improving the environment as well as
livelihood of people in the Aral Sea region.
During his meeting with SG Pandya, the
Uzbekistan Minister of Water Resources,
Hon’ble Shavkat Khamroev, expressed
his desire to obtain detailed information
on micro-irrigation from ICID.
Commenting on the situation in and
around the Aral Sea, SG Pandya said:

Secretary General, Er. Ashwin B.
Pandya, participated in the High-Level
International Conference on ‘Aral Sea
Area – Environmental Innovations and
Technologies Zone’, hosted in Nukus city
of Uzbekistan under the auspices of the
United Nations on 25th October 2019.
The conference revolved around boosting
the investment flow and strengthening
regional cooperation in implementing
innovative and technological approaches
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“The exposed seabed was prone to dust
storms causing considerable pollution.
Also, there’s a very real need for creating
alternate professions to rehabilitate
the local population which is heavily
dependent on fishing
and other water-based
occupations such as
cotton cultivation which
consumes more water
than other crops.”

technologies; taking integrated approach
in implementing the principles of a
green economy, environment-friendly,
energy and water-saving technologies;
introducing water-saving technologies and
ensuring food security; and, prevention of
desertification, environmental migration
and development of ecotourism.
The event was attended by
representatives from Central Asia,
Europe, United states and Asia, United
Nations and its special institutions and
other leading international and financial
organizations as well as the corporate
sector.

The
conference
focused on developing
measures to create
conditions for attracting
foreign investment
in the development
and implementation of
environment-friendly
November | 2019
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XIII World Aqua Congress 2019

“In view of the increasing demand
for water and the implications of
climate change, all paradigms need
modifications,” Er. Ashwin B Pandya,
Secretary General, ICID

The international conference-cumexhibition was organised by Aqua
Foundation in cooperation with the
National Water Mission (Ministry
of Jal Shakti, India), Central Water
Commission (Government of India),
Central Board of Irrigation & Power,
PHD Rural Development Foundation,
and, Construction Industry Development
Council on 30th-31st October 2019 at
the Habitat Centre, Lodhi Road, New
Delhi. The event was inaugurated by
Mr. Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Hon’ble
Union Cabinet Minister, Ministry of Jal
Shakti, Government of India. International
Commission for Irrigation and Drainage
was one of the associates of this event.

The main theme of the XIII World
Aqua Congress 2019 was ‘Water for
all - Leaving No One Behind.’ The subthemes included: (i) Water Resources:
Availability, Management, Quality; (ii)
Global Climate Changes and Impact
on Water Resource Management; (iii)
Water for All- Action Plan; (iv) Enhancing
Water Use Efficiency; (v) Action Plan
for Vulnerable and Over-exploited
Areas; (vi) Integrated Water Resource
Management; (vii) Water Technologies;
and, (viii) Financial, Institutional, Legal
and Policy Issues.



While delivering the keynote address on
building capacities for water security at
the plenary session of the XIII World
Aqua Congress 2019, SG Er. Ashwin
B. Pandya drew the attention of the
audience towards the need for dynamic
management of irrigation projects.
Knowledge Officer, Ms. Prachi Sharma
and Knowledge Management Consultant,
Ms. Shreshta Sharma of ICID participated
in the event.

Foreward by Secretary General for the book on Dam Engineering
Roorkee, India with 34 years of
experience in teaching, research and
consultancy. He has published about 225
research papers and guided 18 Ph.D.
theses and 100 MTech dissertations in
the area of Water Resources. Dr. Khare
received many awards from All India
Council for Technical Education (AICTE),
Indian Society for Technical Education
(ISTE), University Grants Commission
of India (UGC), Indian Water Works
Association (IWWA) and International
Water resource Society (IWRS). He
is member of many national level
committees including Bureau of Indian
Standards (BIS), Niti Aayog, Government
of India (GOI), New Delhi etc.
Direct member of ICID, Dr. Deepak
Khare, has co-authored a book on Dam
Engineering with Mr. B.N. Asthana. The
book was co-published by Springer
International Publishing, Switzerland
and Capital Publishing Company, New
Delhi, India.

The foreword for this publication was
written by the Secretary General of ICID,
Er. Ashwin B. Pandya. The book deals
with various aspects of concrete dams,
concrete gravity dams, roller compacted
concrete dams, embankment dams,
earth-fill dams and rockfill dams including
dam safety measures.

Dr. Deepak Khare is a Professor in
the Department of Water Resources
Development & Management, IIT

Here is an excerpt from the foreword
written by Secretary General of ICID,
Er. Ashwin B. Pandya:
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“Designs and analysis of dams require
multiple disciplines of engineering
technologies and scientific disciplines.
The dam technology including design and
construction dam is developing fast and
lot of literature in the form of manuals,
IS Codes, Books, Journals, proceedings
and trade journal articles etc. is available.
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The knowledge being distributed amongst
a large swath of literature, the collation
and assimilation within a short time
period of study becomes difficult. The
authors of this book during their long
experience in teaching and dealing with
field problems realized the challenges
faced by the graduate students when
exposed to the subject of dam design
and construction.

Keeping the experience into consideration,
the authors have developed this book
for the students and new professionals
in the field. The book contains the
basic design concepts of various
types of dams including the latest
developments of Roller-compacted
concrete (RCC) and Concrete-faced
rockfill dams (CFRD) dams. The book
covers various other aspects of planning
and construction of dams. Specialized

topics of reservoir sedimentation,
instrumentation, environment, river
diversion during construction, foundation
treatment, hill slope stabilization, and
construction methodology, have been
covered. The book attempts to provide
a comprehensive view of dam designs.
The reader will also get pointers to
a large body of references for further
specialized knowledge of different
disciplines involved.”



2nd African Young Water Professional Forum
The 2nd African Young Water
Professionals Forum (Af-YWP-Forum)
was held from 21st -23rd October
2019 by the African Regional Working
Group (AFRWG) of the International
Commission on Irrigation and Drainage
(ICID). The forum was supported by
Ministry of Water Resources and Irrigation
of Egypt (MWRI), Organizing committee
of Cairo Water Week, Economic and
Social Commission for Western Asia
(ESCWA), Islamic Development Bank
(IsDB), Chinese Academy of Science,
Ningbo Yaofeng Hydraulics Electrics and
Zhong Guan Shun from the corporate
sector and as well as the Italian National
Committee on Irrigation and Drainage.
The main aim of this meeting was to
create awareness among African Young
Professionals on climate change impacts
on agricultural productions, and the roles
of advance irrigation technologies for
facing these challenges and filling the
gaps for the food security in African
countries, and capacity development to
facilitate sharing of experiences between
the Young Professional’s (YP’s) in water,
irrigation and drainage related fields.
The forum offered the following
recommendations:
v

Demonstration farms for the
application of advanced irrigation
technologies are highly recommended
for better future in African countries

v

Regarding the available agricultural
technologies, there is a need of
application of policies and regulations
such as providing subsides to
promote these technologies

v

More attention could be given to the
concept of deficit irrigation and how
it helps to optimize the use of water
in irrigation and about the availability
of modern systems that contribute to
irrigation management

v

It is required to have good monitoring
networks with open source and
remote sensing data that will help in
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way with the National Committee at
their national level

bridging the productivity gap by better
water management and planning
v

There are obstacles that restrain the
role of young professionals, such as
the gap between the seniors and
young professionals in experience
and lack of knowledge transfer as
one obstacle and the gap between
the scientists and the policy makers
when it comes to implementation of
the innovative systems proposed by
the young professionals

v

There is a need to activate some
platforms and to support the National
committees of ICID in some African
countries

v

All distinguished YP’s participants of
the forum are required to disseminate
all the outcomes and materials of
the forum to YP’s in a collaborating

v

A yearly evaluation for the
contributions of the coordinators
of the forum and it is preferable to
renew some to give others chance
to organize

v

Owing to the success of the 2nd
forum, all the partners are invited as
the main sponsors of Af-YWP-forum
activities to continue their support
for the 3rd African Forum which will
be held back to back in the African
Regional conference on Irrigation and
drainage from 16th to 19th March
2020, in Marrakesh, Morocco

v

All the YP’s are invited to submit an
abstract for the first African young
professional workshop in the 5th
African regional conference
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Young Professional from Italy interns at ICID
As part of the research for her final
thesis, Federica Ammaturo, a Masters
student in urban and environmental
planning from the University of Naples
Federico II, Italy, visited India to explore
topics and experiences in different Indian
institutions for two months.
Her field of study brought her in contact
with the urban dynamics in Italy and in
other European countries, where she
could learn different arguments related
to planning such as waste management,
social development in urban peripheries
and urbanization and planning in
developing countries. The first stage of
her research trip was New Delhi, where
she was hosted by the ICID headquarter,
that helped her in getting fruitful insights
for the research, whose main argument
is the urban-rural relationship during
the above-mentioned processes of
development.
The interaction with ICID spanned
several aspects: after the first day of
explanation and experience of the daily
and general work of the commission,
she was introduced to the team and she
had the opportunity to interview Er. A.
B. Pandya, Secretary-General of ICID as
well as Dr. V.K. Labhsetwar, Er. Harish
Kumar Varma, Dr Sahdev Singh and Er.
Balasaheb Anantrao Chivate.

Federica spent about ten days working
at the Commission’s office. She worked
closely with colleagues; Dr Sahdev Singh,
Ms. Prachi Sharma and Ms. Shreshta
Sharma, hunting for answers to questions
regarding urban and rural linkages
and receiving suggestions on literature
contributions and current practices toward
a more sustainable development, together
with many examples on challenging
issues that the Indian states are facing
at different levels.

With ICID, she initiated her internship
in Delhi, making use of the “ocean
of knowledge” made available to her
through the experts of the office, the
library and the network ICID has built
in the field of sustainable development
and policymaking.

During her stay, she visited different
institutions, some of them with the support
of ICID. The visit to the Management
and Development Institute (MDI) based
in Gurgaon, Haryana State and the
interesting meetings with Professors
Vishal Narain and Dr. S. K. Tapasui, and

the passionate experience of Ms.Latika
Thukral of the NGO “I am Gurgaon”,
marked an important step towards the
understanding of what is happening in
peri-urban areas, where urban and rural
transformations collide and fragment the
human, built and natural environment.The
meetings with different experts from the
Centre for Policy and Research of New
Delhi provided Federica with a direction
and method to pursue her research.
The ICID network has been and will
continue to be a tool of knowledge
and reflections for researchers, beyond
the specific field of study, and we are
happy we contributed in her research
on creating the strategic framework for
improving human life and its coexistence
with the environment.



8th Water Talk
To create awareness, build capacities
of stakeholders and to encourage
people to become active participants
in water conservation, National Water
Mission (NWM), India has initiated a
seminar series, popularly known as
‘Water Talk’. The 8th Water Talk in this
series was held on 18th October, 2019.
Mr. Heera Lal, District Magistrate(Local
administrator), Banda, Uttar Pradesh,
India shared his experience of water
saving practices in his region. Mr. U.
P. Singh, Secretary, Ministry of Water
Resources, India (Ministry of Jal Shakti,
Department of water resources, river
development and Ganga Rejuvenation)
and other officers from relevant national
organizations attended the programme.
Knowledge Officer, Ms. Prachi Sharma
and Knowledge Management Consultant,
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Ms. Shreshta Sharma represented ICID
at the event.
Mr. Heera Lal shared information
regarding his awareness campaign to
revive neglected water resources which
was launched and is currently being
implemented in two phases.
In the first phase of campaign, Bhujal
Badhao Peyjal Bachao Abhiyaan (Ground
Water Rejuvenation and Conservation
Campaign), efforts for ground water
recharge to reduce threat to ground water
security by improving ground water levels
and saving potable water was pursued.
And, in the second phase called Kuan
Taalab Jiao Abhiyaan (Reviving wells
and ponds campaign), efforts are on to
revive wells and ponds to recharge and
improve the ground water levels.
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A structured tool of Water Budgeting
using Jal Choupal (local governance)
model towards democratization of
water developed by WaterAid India was
employed by the district administration.
The focus of the campaign was to
involve the people of Banda with district
administration in reviving neglected
sources of water to rejuvenate and
recharge ground water thereby improving
the ground water levels. The model of
Jal Choupal (local governance) resulted
in triggering community action and selfaction in many cases for restoration of
pond and wells, digging of community
trenches and rain water harvesting
structures as is evident from results
obtained from the campaign.



2nd International Conference on Sustainable Water Management
The 2nd International Conference
on Sustainable Water Management
was organized by National Hydrology
Project under the Ministry of Jal Shakti,
Department of Water Resources, River
Development and Ganga Rejuvenation
Government of India in collaboration with
Government of Maharashtra, the Central
Water Commission and the Central Board
of Irrigation & Power, supported by the
World Bank during November 6th -8th,
2019 at Pune, Maharashtra, India.
The growing pressure on water resources
due to population growth, economic
expansion, urbanization, pollution and
other challenges has a major impact on
our social, economic, and environmental
well-being. The effects of climate change
are likely to aggravate the situation by
causing higher frequency & magnitude
of extreme weather events as well as
by changing the quantum & pattern of
precipitation. Considering its significance,
the 2nd International Conference on
Sustainable Water Management was
organized under World Bank funded
National Hydrology Project.
Hon’ble Minister of Jal Shakti, Govt. of
India, Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
inaugurated and addressed the
conference and launched Mobile
Application of India-WRIS, e-Module
of learning of Hydro-met system and
Training Resource Book for Jaldoots. The
Conference was attended by renowned

water resources professionals from
government, academia, industry, utilities,
research institutions, civil society and
other related disciplines to brainstorm
and deliberate on various aspects of
sustainable water management.
Er. Harish K. Varma, Executive Director
and Er. B. A. Chivate Director (Technical)
from ICID attended the conference.

Er. Varma presented a paper titled
“Wastewater as a Resource: Need
for Policy Intervention” in technical
session 1B: Alternate sources of Water
- Desalination, reuse & recycle of waste
water, which drew appreciation from all
delegates. The session was Chaired
by Mr. K.P. Bakshi, Chairman, and CoChaired by Mr. Mullai Vendhan, National
Institute of Ocean Technology.



ICID attends National Day Celebrations of Spain
Er. Balasaheb Anantrao Chivate (DirectorTechnical) represented the International
Commission on Irrigation and Drainage
(ICID) at the celebration of the National
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Day of Spain at the residence of the
Spanish Ambassador to India, His
Excellency Jose Ramon Baranano, at
Pritviraj Road, New Delhi on 16th October

2019. Er. Chivate not only enjoyed the
marvelous paintings displayed on the
occasion but was also privileged to have a
brief interaction with Mr. & Mrs. Baranano.
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National Committee News
NENCID gets new President and
new General Secretary
The Nepalese National Committee of
the ICID (NENCID) has appointed Mr.
Madhukar Rajbhandari as their new
President and Mr. Kaushal Kishore
as their new General Secretary.
This follows appointment of Mr.
Madhukar Rajbhandari as the new
Director General of the Department
of Water Resources and Irrigation
(formerly known as the ‘Department of
Irrigation’), Government of Nepal; and,
appointment of Mr. Kaushal Kishore
as the Deputy Director General of
Irrigation Management Division of the
department.
Mr. Madhukar Rajbhandari replaces
Ms. Sarita Dawadi (former Director
General of the department) as the
president of NENCID. Ms. Dawadi has
been transferred to the ministry. And,
Mr. Kaushal Kishore replaces Mr. Basu
Dev Lohanee as the General Secretary
of NENCID. Mr. Basu Dev Lohanee
has retired from government service.
KCID introduces ICID and WIF3 in
Korean Agricultural Engineering
Society
The Korean National Committee
on Irrigation and Drainage (KCID)
introduced the achievements of WIF3
& ICID 70th IEC Meeting held in Bali,
Indonesia, at the Annual Conference
of the Korean Society of Agricultural
Engineers (KSAE) held in Hongcheon,
Gangwon-do, on 10th October 2019.
The event was attended by more
than 300 engineers and professors
associated with irrigation and drainage.
The discussions revolved around
the organizational structure and
management of ICID, ICID Vision
2030, Award system, World Heritage
Irrigation Strutcure registration system
and future ICID event plan, major
technologies and policy issues
published in the paper.

6th IWA International Symposium,
Bogazici University, Istanbul, Turkey
and the Hellenic Open University,
Patra, Greece.
The 6th IWA International Symposium on
‘Water, Waste Water and Environment
in Ancient Civilizations: Traditions and
Cultures’ is being organized under
the aegis of the Greece National
Committee of ICID from 28th to 30th
April 2020. The symposium is being Coorganized by the Bogazici University,
Istanbul, Turkey and the Hellenic Open
University, Patra, Greece. It will take
place at the Bogazici University (28th
& 29th April) and in the Conference
Hall of the Theological School of Halki
in the island of Heybeliada, Istanbul,
Turkey (30th April).
The Symposium is slated to deal with
water traditions, culture and religions.
This symposium is designed to
encourage collaborations among the
global community on water resources
keeping in view the past, present as well
as the future. Information about ancient
technologies of water and sanitation
in various civilizations can enhance
present sustainable practices. Water
management, is crucial to develop
present and future technologies.
For further details kindly contact;
Tsamadou 13-15 & Saint Andrea, 262
22 Patras
Office A12, Tel.: +302610 367546
Fax: +302610 367528 Mobile:
+306944726906
Email: ikalabro@eap.gr; Personal
P a g e : h t t p s : / / g o o . g l / YA N N S L
Websites: wwetc2020.eap.gr/
Nigerian delegation from World
Bank funded TRIMING project to
India
Federal Ministry of Water Resources,
Nigeria requested International
Commission on Irrigation and Drainage

(ICID) for organizing a study tour for
the Steering Committee Members
of the World Bank funded project
entitled “Transforming Irrigation
Management in Nigeria (TRIMING)”
to India from 27th November to 8th
December 2019 through Nigerian
National Committee on Irrigation
and Drainage (NINCID). Delegation
members are drawn from selected
River Basin Development Authorities,
State Governments across Nigeria,
Ministries of Agriculture, Power,
Environment, Finance and Water
Resources of Nigeria. The TRIMING
Project is an intervention program
for the rehabilitation and possible
expansion of public irrigation schemes
in Nigeria, including improvements
in dams and reservoirs to assure
integrated water management and to
improve safety for people downstream
with focus on increasing agricultural
productivity of the irrigated lands
as well as with the processing and
marketing side of the increased output,
including capacity building and project
management.
The purpose of the study tour is to
understand the Indian experience in
these areas, including the lessons
learnt in transferring the management
of public irrigation systems from
government control to farmer
organizations. The proposed study
visit is expected to focus on the
following areas: (a) Procedures and
lessons learnt from rehabilitation
and modernization of irrigation
schemes; (b) Lessons learnt from
the Indian experience in participatory
irrigation management including
Water users associations, (c) Posttransfer challenges in operation and
maintenance of large irrigation systems,
(d) Irrigation canal development and
automation, (e) Making irrigated
agriculture profitable, and (g) Dam
safety operations and improvement.



Announcements
Water and Culture Symposium
in Japan
The UN Water Envoy from Japan, Mr.
Kenzo Hiroki, and HELP, The United
Nations Centre for Regional Development
(UNCRD), United Nations Department of

Economic and Social Affairs (UNDESA),
The United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO),
The International Council on Monuments
and Sites (ICOMOS Netherland (tbc) are
jointly organizing a High-level International
Symposium on ‘Water and Culture—

International Commission on
Irrigation and Drainage (ICID)

Learning from Water Heritage to Innovate
Regional Development’ during 3th-4th
February 2020 at National Graduate
Institute for Policy Studies (GRIPS), 7-221 Roppongi, Minato-ku, Tokyo Japan.
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