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Ladies and Gentlemen,
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First, on behalf of CNCID and the Department of Irrigation, Drainage and Rural
Water Supply of Ministry of Water Resources of PRC, | want to extend my sincere
congratulations to the Workshop on the Future of Irrigation Modernization, and my
heartfelt welcome to representatives from all around the world.
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In recent years, the rising frequency of extreme weather such as drought and
flood has added to the seriousness of water shortage, which has further imposed great
challenge to the stabilization and growth of food production. And the problem has
been worsened in the context of the international financial crisis. Water and food
security have gained close attention from the international community. In the next 25
to 30 years, the demand for food will increase by 70-80% due to growing population
and urbanization. However, the water used for irrigation will see little increase, and
the arable land per capita will shrink significantly due to the loss and degradation of
arable land on the whole. Therefore, the solution to the problem of food security lies
in higher production efficiency which necessitates the modernization of irrigation area.
Given this backdrop, this workshop is of vital importance.
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With a population of more than 1.3 billion, China can make great contribution to
the world by solving its own food security problem. Since the foundation of the
People’s Republic of China, the government has made great effort to develop
farmland water conservancy. By the end of 2010, China has built 87200 reservoirs of
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various scales, more than 50000 large and medium pump stations, more than 400
large scale irrigation areas, more than 7000 medium-sized irrigation areas, and more
than 20 million small farmland water conservancy projects. With the help of these
projects, China, with more than 60 million hectares of irrigated area (excluding
forestry, fruit production and grassland), ranks number one among all countries in the
world. In China, irrigated farmland produces 75% of the country’s food and 90% of
cash crops. And thanks to farmland irrigation, China has managed to feed 21% of the
world’s population with 6% and 9% of the world’s fresh water and arable land.
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Water shortage is a serious problem in China. Water resource per capita is only
2011 cubic meters, or 20% of the world average. Among all the water resources
utilized in China, farmland irrigation covers 61%. Chinese government has attached
great significance to water-saving agriculture and treated water-saving irrigation as a
revolutionary measure. Since the late 1980s, the total volume of water used for
irrigation has seen no increase, but by the end of 2011, effective irrigated area has
increased by 1146 hectares, total grain output has risen by more than 250 billion kilos,
and the water used for irrigation has decreased by a quarter from 7158 cubic meters
per hectare to 5505 cubic meters per hectare. In the past decade, China’s special focus
on water-saving irrigation and water-saving rehabilitation of irrigation areas has made
great contribution to the continuous growths of food production since 2004.
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Currently, China is facing problems such as small-scale and scattered farming,
old irrigation facilities, and low efficiency of irrigation water use. Therefore,
comprehensive measures must be taken to modernize irrigation areas for higher
efficiency and benefits of agricultural irrigation water usage. Such modernization
covers the whole process from water storage facility to field irrigation water
management. In early 2011, Chinese government issued the policy of accelerating the
development and reform of water conservancy. China will further increase investment
in irrigation to achieve new development. Main goals for future development include
the completion of the rehabilitation of large-scale and key medium-sized irrigation
areas and the promotion of water-saving irrigation methods such as sprinkler
irrigation, micro-irrigation and pipeline irrigation. By 2020, irrigated farmland will be
increased by more than five million hectares. Farmland irrigated water-saving will be
increased by twelve million hectares and the efficiency of irrigation water usage will
exceed 55%. Currently, China is taking meaningful action to ensure the full
implementation of relevant policies so that the goals can be reached.
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To improve food security, a social problem, a country should have a political
will at the state level, formulate policies and plans with proper goals, provide funding
and technical support, reform administrative institutions and systems and draw up
feasible action plans. To achieve growths of food production, a country has to adopt
comprehensive measures combining policy, technology, management, and investment.
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The development of irrigation in China has received care and support from
many other countries and international organizations. To this we must express our
sincere thanks. Meanwhile, we are more than willing to strengthen our exchanges of
technology and experience with others so as to share knowledge and experience, to
jointly promote the further development of irrigation in the world, and to make greater
contribution to the world food security.
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At last, | wish the workshop a complete success!
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And thank you all!




